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Preface 

"The eighth prince" is the belief of the 
author that in the days leading up to the end of the 
age that the Lord will raise up a force of nations to 
engage and defeat the enemies of God. Moreover, the 
Philippines may be among those nations that God 
will raise up to be a part of that force. 

The title, "The Eighth Prince" is a reference 
to a prophecy in the book ofMicah. The prophet 
Micah prophesied that in the time when the Assyrian 
will invade Israel, God Almighty will raise up Seven 
Shepherds and Eight Princely Men to destroy him 
and his forces. The author believes that the 
Philippines may be one of those princes, an eighth 
prince, which the Lord will raise up in those days. 

The Philippines is a Christianized island 
nation with a Catholic tradition but with Muslim 
and Maoist enclaves in Mindanao and the Sulu 
archipelago. The island nation is strategically located 
in the Pacific Asian realm as a gateway into East 
Asia. She is a gateway for the Gospel, the Great 
Commission, and for Christian armies to march 
across Asia all way back to Jerusalem. 

The "war against the Assyrian” is a 
reference to a belief of the author that the Philippines 
will be among a coalition of combatants from the 
West and the Asian realm that will form an alliance 
to challenge the beasts of a neo national socialist 
German-European Union and a revived Islamic 
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Ottoman Empire. In preparation of the Philippines to 
be one of God's princely men, He will ready His 
armies for war, a world war. A war in which the Lord 
will form a 15-Nation Coalition to surround His 
enemies, particularly the Assyrian, or better known 
as the Antichrist and his armies, that will surround 
Israel in the last days. May the Philippines be a part 
of God's standing armies that He will send against 
the enemies of His beloved Israel in the days leading 
up to the end of the age? 
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Prologue 

The Philippines is the horizon of Asia; an 
organic melting pot for Asian peoples. There are 
at least seven major people groups that have 
migrated and intermixed to create the Filipino 
peoples of today: Chinese, Korean, Thai, Indian, 
Japanese, Malay, and Indonesian. Their history 
as an island people can arguably be traced 
through at least six different eras or epochs: 
Primitive, Trade Kingdoms, Islamic Rule, 
Spanish Colonial Rule, American 
Commonwealth, and Independent Republic. 

Primitive 

During the early days of mankind, Chinese, 

Sian, Korean and later Indian and Japanese 
seafaring traders migrated and established 
settlements in what would become the 
Philippine Islands. Their settlements were based 
mostly on trade and commerce, creating vast 
networks of seafaring trade throughout Asia. 

Trade Kingdoms 

The Kingdom of Tondo was one of the first 
trade kingdoms established in what would 
become Luzon in and around northern Manila 
Bay. The kingdom was comprised of Indian and 
Sian influence in language and script. Baybayin 
script became the written language of the 
kingdom and was based on Indian Sanskrit and 
later Japanese calligraphy. 
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A little while later, another such trade kingdom 
was established in and around southern Manila 
Bay mostly by the Chinese. It was referred to as 
Lu Song or the "Land below the Wind" which is 
a reference to its parent kingdom, that of the 
Chinese Song Dynasty. This name would 
become the Pilipino name Luzon, as a 
designation for the entire northern island. Its 
greatest adversary was the Bruneian naval 
power that invaded and established an 
Indonesian trade settlement. Consequently, the 
Bruneian trade kingdom was overtaken by 
encroaching Arab Muslim seafaring traders, 
bringing with them their religion, Islam. 

Islamic Rule 

Early in the eighth century, Arab Muslim 
seafaring traders would export goods from 
Asian islands and import their Islamic religion 
to the inhabitants of those islands. Among the 
islands that would become the Philippine 
Islands, Islam took root in Sulu and Mindanao. 

It would spread to the middle islands of Versyas 
and further north into Luzon. When the 
Muhammadan conquers came to the islands, 
they began an Islamization of all of Sulu and 
Mindanao. 

Folk Islam was established among the 
indigenous peoples in Sulu and Mindanao who 
became known as Moros. They would expand 
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their Islamic settlements throughout the 
southern islands and all the way up into Luzon. 

Spanish Colonial Rule 

By the late 16th century, Spaniards and Spanish 
Catholics arrived, making alliances and rivals 
among the different controlling interests: 
Pilipino Sian, Pilipino Chinese, and Pilipino 
Bruneian. They played them off against one 
another to weaken their rule. 

When Spanish Catholic friars and their 
conquistadors reached the northern island of 
Luzon, Arab Muslim amirs and their Islamized 
indigenous jihadis known as Moros had 
established their capital in Manyla. The Spanish 
with their greater naval and firepower would 
crush Islamic rule and establish their hegemony 
over the islands. They would also routinely put 
down meager revolts from the former trade 
kingdom peoples. 

The greatest threats to Spanish colonial rule 
were the Japanese and later the Americans. The 
greatest legacy of the Spaniards was the 
namesake of the island nation which would be 
called the Philippines, named after the Spanish 
king of the time. 

American Commonwealth 

At the close of the 19th century, the American 
military came to the Philippine Islands to 
"liberate" the Pilipino people from Spanish 
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colonial rule in what became known as the 
American-Spanish war. However, with the 
defeat of the Spanish came "big brother" 
subjugation which caused resentment and 
hostility among the Pilipino people. Such 
resentment and hostility resulted in the 
American-Pilipino and American-Moro wars at 
the turn of the 20th century. The Americans 
would emerge victorious but at a great cost of 
lives on all sides. Moreover, English would be 
established as the official language of the 
American-Pilipino Commonwealth. 

Independent Republic 

At the conclusions of two world wars came an 
Autonomous Pilipino Commonwealth and 
eventually a Pilipino Independent Republic. 
During the Second World War, the Imperial 
Japanese military would briefly occupy the 
Philippine Islands, having driven the American 
military contingent from the islands. However, 
the supreme might of the American Pacific 
military under General Douglas MacArthur 
would return to dislodge and remove the 
Japanese from the islands. 

What resulted from full independence were a 
Polynesian people with a legacy of Spanish 
names and rough speaking English. Tagalog 
(Pilipino) was established as the national 
language, while English was regarded as a 
secondary language for commerce and tourism. 
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Great influence and inspiration from the 
nationalist movement of Jose Rizal (originating 
toward the close of Spanish Colonial Rule) 
would be pivotal in the development of the 
Pilipino Independent Republic. Manuel Quezon, 
a successor of Rizal, was instrumental in 
establishing a nationalist republican form of 
government. Moreover, he became the first 
president of the Pilipino Independent Republic. 

Later during the latter half of the 20th century. 
President Ferdinand Marcos declared a martial 
law rule to establish law and order against a 
Maoist insurgency that threaten the national 
security of the young island nation. During his 
20-year administration, the Philippines emerged 
as an Asian economic powerhouse poised to 
upset the rising Japanese economic stronghold 
of Asia. An American CIA-instigated coup 
caused the ouster of President Marcos. 

President Marco's forced departure resulted in 
various socialist administrations that plunge the 
island nation into socioeconomic uncertainty 
and instability. Such socioeconomic uncertainty 
and instability has since resulted in poverty, 
lawlessness, narcotics trafficking, arms 
smuggling among radicalized Muslim 
communities in the southern islands, and Maoist 
resurgence from among those radicalized. 
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The Arrivals 

The short flight from the newly unified 
Korean Peninsula (now under Christianized 
democratic republican government) was rather 
restful for the missionaries. As the Japanese 
flight landed smoothly on the tarmac of the 
Marcos International Airport in Manila, the four 
missionaries, James, Mark, and their wives, 
Deborah and Phoebe (both of whom are 
pregnant) disembark from the airplane. 

As they funnel through the tunnel 
chute, connecting the aircraft with the terminal, 
they follow the other passengers with their 
luggage in toe. They come out of the terminal, 
looking to meet their Filipina liaisons. They see 
two beautiful and professionally dressed 
presidential administrative assistants. 

"Welcome to the Philippines," one of 
them address the missionaries. They shake 
hands and embrace one another. "I am Rosalind 
Rodriguez, assistant to the undersecretary of 
National Defense policy. And I am Joy Jimenez, 
assistant to the undersecretary of National 
Defense operations," they introduce themselves. 
They look delightful upon the two wives, "Ah! I 
see you all with babies! Congratulations!" They 
gasp with delight, as Deborah grins and Phoebe 
blushes. 
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"I trust your flight was good," Joy 
inquires, as they all walk along with their 
luggage to security and immigration. Both 
assistants flash their government badges and 
speak very little to the officers. They as a party 
are allowed to go through the immigration and 
custom checkpoints very smoothly. 

They walk out of the airport to a waiting 
van where two armed government officers and a 
driver load their luggage in the rear of a large 
tinted-window van. They all board the van and 
travel up to Makati. "We would imagine you all 
would like to check-in first before we go for 
supper?" Rosalind politely empathizes. James 
then replies, "We thank you so much for your 
hospitality. Yes, we need to freshen up before 
we dine with you." Rosalind and Joy smile, as 
the missionaries are taken to their hotel in the 
commercial district of Makati. "We will check 
you in," Joy says. "We will pick you all up in two 
hours for supper." They thank one another. The 
missionary couples go to the hotel and check-in. 

The hotel is one of the finest in all the 
Philippines, and especially for Makati, an 
upscale part of Metro Manila. They are escorted 
to their rooms by the bellhops with their 
luggage on a cart, all being taken up by elevator. 
Once in their adjoining rooms, they freshen up 
and get ready for dinner time. They gather 
together for prayer in the living room and ask 
the Lord for wisdom in the days ahead of 
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ministerial meetings. Ministerial meetings in 
which they will discuss matters of importance 
with government defense officials on policy and 
operations concerning strengthening and 
enhancing the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 
There is a great call up by their allies in the 
theater of an impending world war! 

After their prayer time, they go down to 
the lobby to meet their hosts who have just 
arrived to pick them up. Rosalind hands James a 
government issued smart phone. "We meant to 
give this to you earlier," she explains. "Keep this 
with you at all times so we can reach you." She 
proceeds to go over with him the contact list of 
her and Joy's office and cell numbers as well as 
emergency numbers for the Pilipino National 
Police (PNP). They thank their hosts for the 
phone and continue onward to another waiting 
government issued van with tinted windows 
(similar to the one they came to the hotel). 

Their driver takes them through the 
hustle and bustle of busy Metro Manila streets 
to a very nice Chinese-Filipino fusion restaurant 
in the center of uptown. There they enter. Much 
to their surprise, two distinguished gentleman 
are waiting for them with armed security guards 
standing by on alert. 

They introduce themselves to their 
missionary guests: "I am Ricardo Dela Cruz, 
undersecretary for National Defense policy," 
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and "I am Clarito Santiago, undersecretary for 
National Defense operations." They all shake 
hands formally and introduce themselves to one 
another. 

"Come," Clarito invites. "Let us adjourn 
to our table." They go with their hosts to a large 
round dinner table with formal plates, cloth 
napkins, formal dinner silverware, bowls, cups, 
saucers, and glassware for wine and liquor. 

They are impressed with the dining layout, so 
extravagant. "Wow," Mark exclaims. "You didn't 
have to go to all this trouble on account of us." 
The ladies smile; and the gentleman smirk at 
their guests' humility. "No, thank you all," 
Ricardo says, as he pulls out the chairs for the 
ladies to sit. Clarito also follow suit and pulls 
out the chairs for their guests' wives. They 
graciously thank their hosts as the men take 
their seats at the table. "You all come highly 
recommended from a colleague of ours in 
Korea," Ricardo says. "You may remember him. 
General Son Jong Nam! He was promoted from 
being a general at his retirement to now being 
the undersecretary of Foreign Affairs for the 
Republic of Korea." 

"He said you all were very instrumental 
in transforming Kaesong from its war-tom 
desolation into a thriving and spiritual civil 
community," Clarito adds. They are pleased to 
hear such news but are puzzled as to how that 
translates into national defense policy and 
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operations. "Well, thank you Mr. 
Undersecretaries," James utters. "Please no 
formalities," Ricardo interjects. "We're all 
colleagues here." 

"Very well, I must apologize," James 
says. "Because we do not understand how what 
we did in Kaesong will help you all with war 
preparation?" Clarito excitedly replies, "Ah, but 
we believe it will! You see, you all were in the 
Korean Republican military as well as the 
Chinese Nationalist Republican Army and you 
all were embedded with their soldiers, among 
their munitions, armaments, etc." 

"Yes," Mark agrees. "But we never 
handled any of those weapons." "Nonetheless," 
Ricardo counters. "You all can advise us as to 
what sort of armaments and munitions we can 
procure to enhance and fortify our Armed 
Forces of the Philippines with the latest and best 
that there is on the market." They still seem 
uneasy and perplexed at the notion that they can 
help in this sort of capacity. 

"You see," Rosalind further clarifies. 

"Our allies will go so far in helping with our 
military needs. What we need is for those who 
were with our allies to relate to us what they 
have in order for us to know what we may lack 
or still need." The undersecretaries seem pleased 
with her clarification and let Joy further explain. 
"What we ask of you: is what do the Korean 
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Republican and Chinese Nationalist Republican 
Army have in their arsenals? We wish to match 
their capabilities because they simply will not 
disclose that to us." 

James looks at Mark and they seem to 
have the same thought: "Why can't you simply 
research on the Internet what they have?" 

Clarito interjects. "Because what our allies allow 
to be published as representative of what they 
have and their strengths do not match what they 
truly have at their disposal." All four 
missionaries look to one another and suppose a 
ministry opportunity. "Very well," James 
remarks. "We disclose to you all our knowledge 
on our allies' arsenals, strengths, and capabilities 
and you all help us minister to your people?" 

Their hosts are impressed. They gladly 
welcome their guests' humility. "Yes, very well," 
Ricardo exclaims. "We know of your ministry 
capabilities. What you all did in Korea. Yes 
indeed, we welcome you to do so and will be 
very helpful in enabling you to do that here." 
Mark inquires, "So what of our knowledge on 
matters we just discussed?" Clarito gives a laugh 
and says, "We will give you our requisites of 
what we want to know later." Ricardo says, "For 
now let us enjoy our time. We will start fresh 
Monday morning." 

A waiter and waitress come to their 
table to take their orders. They are served two 
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hot pots of tea, as the waiter and waitress pour 
hot tea into their cups. Ricardo casually asks, as 
he sips on some tea. "So what is your religious 
affiliation?" Deborah replies, "Born-again." 
Rosalind adds, "We're Catholic except for Joy; 
she is bom again like you all." 

Joy smiles as she casually asks, "How far 
along are you?" Phoebe gladly replies, "Five 
months but getting bigger each day." She 
blushes and she feels with both her hands over 
her small but protruding tummy. Deborah leans 
back in her chair to stretch out her large 
teardrop-shaped belly. She flutters with 
excitement as she feels her baby move within 
her. "I'm seven months along," she delightfully 
gasps, as she rubs with her hands atop her 
round protruding belly. 

Both James and Mark are proud of their 
wives and the life within them. "This is our 
first," James exclaims. "Same with us," Mark 
adds. "Well, we have great hospitals and expert 
medical staff in case your wives give birth in our 
wonderful country," Ricardo brags. "We would 
be blessed. Lord willing," James agrees. 

After they have been served their meals, 
they pray together over their meals, as James 
leads them in prayer. During the course of their 
dinner together, Deborah exclaims over her 
dish, "Wow, this is delicious! What is this?!" 
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Rosalind looks over at what she's eating 
and replies, "Ah, that is pancit. Very yummy!" 
Deborah heartily agrees, "Yes, I could eat a 
mountain of it!" she greedily takes two forks and 
twirls up a wad of thin rice noodles, taking them 
into her mouth. "It's like lo mein," Phoebe 
observes, "except our noodles are thicker." 

They all chuckle with one another as 
they continue their eating. Wine and liquor is 
brought out and offered to them. "We know 
your wives can't but will you join us?" James 
and Mark are a little tempted but say: "No thank 
you; we must be sober for the days are short." 
Joy too declines any wine or strong drink, as she 
wishes to follow her compatriots' examples. 
"Well, we toast anyhow," Ricardo lifts his wine 
glass. "Whether wine or water!" Clarito takes of 
his liquor; Rosalind of her wine; and the others 
drink from their water glasses. They all toast to 
their partnership. They conclude their meal with 
a prayer of thanksgiving. They then depart to 
their respective abodes for Sunday morning is 
near. 
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Children of the 
Firstborn 

The missionaries wake up in their suite; 
they have their breakfast before gathering in the 
living room for prayer and discussion. "What 
exactly do you think they want to know?" Mark 
inquires. "I would imagine, they want names 
and specs of weapon systems, types of special 
rifles, ammunition, machine guns, etc." James 
replies. "We didn't actually handle any of those 
weapons," Mark protests. James then counters, 
"But we were up close and personal with those 
weapons; enough for me to know the types and 
specs." Mark seems incredulous, but then asks, 
"You remember these?" James readily replies, 
"Yes! I had lots of discussions with the various 
sergeants of arms, and officers of armaments 
because I was amazed at the awesome firepower 
they brought." 

Qn and on for almost 15 minutes did 
they speak on such things, so much so that 
Deborah finally asks, "Where are we going to 
church?" Phoebe also pipes up, "Yes?!" Their 
husbands are taken a little by surprise, but 
scramble in their brains to come up with a reply. 
"You know," Deborah interjects. "Joy invited us 
to her church here in Manila." James then asks, 
"What churches is this?" Phoebe replies, "It is 
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'Assembly of Jesus the King' in Malate." Mark 
then says emphatically, "Okay, we go then!" 

They dress in light pastel colored 
summer clothes. The heat is hot and the 
humidity is high. Instead of an air con cab, they 
take a jeepney (an open air multicolored chrome 
lined vehicle with an extended cab for 
passengers to board from the rear). They get into 
the jeepney and meander through chaotic traffic, 
all while taking in the sights and smells of 
downtown Manila. 

They smile at their passengers: a mother 
of two sons; a young college student; and two 
teenage schoolgirls dressed in their school 
uniforms. They all smile back and are curious at 
their newcomers aboard the jeepney. They keep 
their silence, shy to speak, but one of the 
schoolgirls curiously asks, "Where you from?" 

At first she asks in Tagalog, but Deborah replies, 
"We speak English, Chinese, or Korean." The 
other girl perks up and says, "Oh! You Chinese?" 
Phoebe smiles and says, "Yes!" The mother of 
the two boys asks in broken English, "Where 
you going?" Mark simply replies, "To church." 
One of the schoolgirls then asks, "Where's your 
church?" James then admits, "It's a church we 
are visiting for the first time. Assembly of Jesus 
the King." They look to one another, having not 
heard of it before. "What type of church is it?" 
the other schoolgirl asks. "Bom again," Phoebe 
let goes a laugh by all of the curious questions 
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being raised. "We're bom again!" At that, they 
all understand. "Would you all like to be bom 
again?" Deborah asks. However, the response 
they got was silence; and a nodding of the head, 
no, from the schoolgirls. 

They pray amongst themselves for the 
passengers aboard, as the jeepney driven by the 
driver with his conductor by his side continue to 
weave and bob through chaotic Manila traffic. 
Just then one of the schoolgirls pipes up again 
and declares, "We're Catholic!" There is an 
opening they quickly realize and seize upon it. 
"You can be bom again and still be Catholic," 
Deborah replies. The two schoolgirls look at her 
perplexed but very curious they ask, "How?" 
Phoebe then replies, "There are three things that 
make us Christian: that we have the right Christ, 
the right Jesus, Who told Nicodemus that in 
order to see the kingdom of God one must be 
bom again of water as from a mother's womb!" 
She then pauses and puts forth her tummy for 
illustration. "And of the Spirit, Holy Spirit," she 
continues. 

"We also have the right Gospel, Jesus 
Christ and Him Cmcified as when He was 
nailed on the cross," Deborah adds. "The 
repentant thief looked to Jesus and asked that 
He remember him when He comes into His 
kingdom; and Jesus replied that this day he will 
be with Him in Paradise." The other girl speaks 
up and curiously asks, "How we become bom 
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again, po?!" She replies, "Look to Christ to save 
you from your sins as did the repentant thief; 
and pray with us to invite Jesus into you to 
make you born again." 

They along with the school girls bow 
their heads and fold their hands together in 
prayer. They pray as the missionaries do: "As 
Jesus said in His Revelation, 'Today I stand at 
the door of your heart and knock! If you open 
up, I will come in and be with you.' So we this 
day open the doors of our hearts to invite you in 
to save us and make us born-again by the power 
and ministry of Holy Spirit. We believe you 
have sealed us until the day of redemption. 
Thank you Lord! You have saved us not by good 
works but for good works to bring You honor 
and glory. May we value what you value and 
that's the saving of souls and the making of 
disciples." 

The two schoolgirls, having prayed with 
them, believe on Christ, put their faith in Him, 
and invite Him into their hearts to save their 
souls. And so they did and were born again that 
very hour. 

As they meander towards their 
destination, passengers get on and others get off, 
including the two newly bom again Catholic 
schoolgirls, who also disembark. The four 
missionaries also finally get to disembark at the 
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AJK Church at the comer of where Malate 
meets. 

They walk in among the crowd of 
churchgoers, entering into the sanctuary where 
the noise of a praise and worship band can be 
heard along with the celebration of singing and 
clapping of hands. The missionaries smile at 
their fellow churchgoers, sing and clap their 
hands along with them. The band has a rough 
and tribal feel to their sound as they play 
contemporary praise and worship songs. 

Filipina dancers in ballerina attire come 
prancing out with the waving of silk veils, and 
dancing in coordination unto the Lord. As the 
praise and worship begins to wind down, the 
pastor comes forward from the men and women 
ministers seated on the stage. 

"Jesus is great!" He shouts to the crowd 
and follows up quickly, "And greatly to be 
praised! Jesus is King!" He cheers, as the crowd 
shouts back what he said. He repeats it two 
more times as the crowd shouts back twice. The 
missionaries also participate by cheering along. 
"Let's celebrate; Jesus is King!" he shouts out 
again. The band plays another praise and 
worship song, concluding that song with a 
Filipina solo artist coming forward to sing a solo 
praise and worship song. She sings with such 
feeling and emotion to help move the crowd 
with tears of joy and admiration. 
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The pastor finally comes forward to get 
his message: "Are you here to celebrate Jesus?!" 
He invites, as the crowd shouts and enthusiastic, 
"Yes! We celebrated our 40th anniversary in 
ministry last year! God is great and greatly to be 
praised!" The crowd shouts back, "Amen 
pastor!" They all clap and cheer as he continues, 
"In 1986, the Lord called me into the pastorate 
and had me form a small Bible study. Now that 
small gathering has grown into what you see 
here! And there's more to come!" The crowd 
praises and shouts hallelujah! 

"I remember ten years ago, celebrating 
our 30th anniversary at our camp in Cavite, we 
shouted out to God, 'Still doing the impossible!' 
And He still is!" Some in the crowd cheer and 
praise (as they were there during that camp 
meeting) while others are more recent additions 
to the AJK family of believers. "Jesus!" The 
bishop shouts for joy while the crowd shouts 
back, "Jesus!" "He's still doing the impossible!" 
The crowd roars with applause and praise to the 
Lord. The missionary couples praise but are 
wondering when the bishop will go deeper with 
his inspiration? When will he begin to 
extrapolate his message? 

This sort of ministerial admiration goes 
on for a little while longer, and then finally the 
bishop starts to skim a little below the surface 
with this: "Jesus told His disciples that with 
man, it is impossible, but with God all things are 
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possible!" Cheers and prayers were exalted with 
joy and more admiration. "We have been blessed 
with a president who is a godly man; and a man 
after God's own heart just as with King David" 
(he switches between English and Tagalog with 
the greatest of ease but with a thick accent). 

"God is smiling on our nation once again; 
President Dondon Marcos and his anti crime and 
anti-terrorism campaigns are rooting out those 
evils from our communities, setting right what 
once was lawlessness and rampant attacks on 
our people and culture!" 

The mood of the crowd slowly 
transitions from hype to more serious 
contemplation. "We once had a president who 
went after drugs and drug dealers with a 
vengeance, eradicating this menace from our 
midst only to be replaced by a Maoist Muslim, 
who disguised himself as a 'man of the people.' 
He set about undermining our Christian 
heritage and culture by trying to usurp us with 
Islamic laws and regulations that were soon 
resisted by Christian senators, who stood 
against this once lauded 'leader of the people'; a 
president who became a tyrant. So here we are 
having undergone a political and military coup! 
A great resistance to get rid of the Muslims from 
the government! Now, our government has been 
restored to what God had originally blessed us 
with, that of godly leadership!" 
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The missionaries are getting a broad 
panoramic picture of the political landscape of 
the country. "Now with our relatively new 
president, he has within the last two years 
forged a Christian Nationalist front against 
criminality as well as against Maoist and Islamic 
terrorism, not only within the government ranks 
but also among the troubled areas of the nation. 
We have a military that is being fundamentally 
transformed into a 21st-century fighting force 
for godly good for our nation before the entire 
free world, especially within East Asia!" Wow! 
The crowd is intrigued by the bishop's great 
outcry on the news front of the national body 
politic. The bishop continues, "We are 
witnessing what will be a part of a great move of 
God in defeating the enemies of the cross of 
Christ, not only in our country, but 
prophetically in the valley of Megiddo!" 
Clapping and applause erupt from among the 
crowd with loud praises, speaking in tongues, 
and admiration of the Lord. 

"We are the Eighth Prince! The Prophet 
Micah was given a powerful prophecy by the 
Lord, that in the days when the Assyrian, the 
Antichrist will besiege and invade Israel. When 
the Lord God Almighty will raise up seven 
shepherds and eight princely men to utterly 
defeat the Antichrist is when our Lord Jesus 
Christ will return to this Earth!" Wow! Wow! 

The crowd, many get to their feet in applause. 
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praising and worshiping Jesus Christ! The 
missionaries are in awe of this prophecy! It 
reminds them of a prophecy that was made 
known to them before, as when James and Mark 
were once a part of the Jesus Disciples back in 
China. 

The bishop concludes his message by 
reading the prophecy out of Micah to the 
congregation. They pray together as the bishop 
leads them in praise, worship, and admirations, 
as soft melodic worship music is played unto 
the Lord. As the congregation winds down their 
praises, prayers, and admirations, the 
missionaries begin concluding their prayers and 
praises. 

Joy then appears before them to meet 
them. They are happy to see her. They embrace 
her, their sister in Christ. "Come," she gladly 
invites. "Let us have our fellowship meal with 
the bishop." They adjourn to a dining hall at the 
complex, where there are round dining tables 
set with fine dining ware. In the rear of the array 
of tables, atop a platform is a large rectangular 
table for the bishop and his pastoral associates. 
Some parishioners are coming in and sitting at 
their respective tables. Joy escorts her 
missionary guests to the bishop's table. They are 
hesitant, as they wish not to be honored, for they 
are unknown among this group of brethren. Joy 
assures them, however, that this is right and 
acceptable. 
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She brings them before the bishop, who 
approaches the table with a small group of his 
associates. They are shaking hands and greeting 
parishioners coming up to them to greet them as 
well. The bishop recognizes Joy; he extends his 
hand to her, as she takes it and pulls it to her 
forehead out of honor and respect to him. "Po 
Bishop, these are my friends and guests, James, 
Mark, and their wives, Deborah and Phoebe." 
She has them come forward and they shake the 
bishop's hand. 

"I'm Virgil Carlos, bishop of AJK 
Ministries," he introduces himself and his 
pastoral staff to his new found guests. "Come, 
let us break bread together," he invites, as he 
escorts his guests over to the head table. Joy sets 
with Deborah and Phoebe, as James and Mark 
sit next to the bishop. The bishop and his 
associate, a colleague, and a distinguished 
pastor are piqued by their guests, having been 
recommended to them by one of their trusted 
advisors, Joy. So, they entreat them with 
questions during the course of their fellowship 
meal. 

"This is Pastor Samuel Castillo, director 
of our missions outreach." They shake hands 
from across the table to their guests. "So where 
are you from?" Pastor Samuel asks. They explain 
that they originally from China but have been 
missionaries in the former North Korea (now a 
free unified Korea). Even more intriguing, the 
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bishop inquires further, "So what are your plans 
for being in our country?" Being inspired by 
Holy Spirit, James says empathetically, "To 
bring revival because your people are called of 
the Lord to be a part of the great coming war." 
They are impressed, and Mark turns to them 
and adds, "We ask for your help in bringing 
about this great revival of your people." The 
bishop and pastor-director then curiously ask, 
"How can we help you?" Deborah takes a sip of 
her water, and says, "We need your wonderful 
worship leaders and musicians as volunteers to 
help us form an evangelistic band for the 
purposes of Almighty God." 

The pastor-director looks to her and 
asks, "Musicians, worship leaders? What do you 
all have in mind?" Phoebe being filled with Holy 
Spirit responds, "There was a great anointed 
evangelist in the 1980s that had come to your 
country once. God blessed your people through 
his ministry, but it was one time; you all need 
more!" Mark then adds, "This evangelist had a 
wonderful gift of playing piano and singing; he 
had a great heavenly band backing him up. We 
wish to carry on that anointing and blessing; not 
just once or twice but thrice in three of your 
major cities." The ministers are well pleased 
with their vision; and James reiterates, "We 
desire to win souls to Christ and help make 
disciples for your ministry." 
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The bishop and pastor-director seem 
very interested in helping them, but are 
cautious. "We will pray over this," the bishop 
says. "We will let you know as soon as possible 
what we will do." The missionaries are satisfied 
with his answer. They settle in peace with the 
Lord, knowing He will move in this matter. 

After they finish, they thank the 
ministers. They meet with the parishioners to 
introduce themselves to them. They also meet 
with the worship leaders and musicians in the 
praise and worship band. 

Joy then takes them on a tour of parts of 
Makati where the high-end and upscale 
businesses reside. They so far have experienced 
a Manila that is modern and decadent like most 
Western capital cities. However, is that the 
whole picture or even an accurate one? 
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Arming Up for War 

After a restful night sleep, they wake up 
very early Monday morning to a warm and 
humid day (yet it is still dark before dawn). 
They gather together in the living room of their 
suite to pray and seek God's wisdom: for the 
meeting with the National Defense leaders and 
for meeting the requirements of their requisites. 

They have their breakfast, shower, 
dress, and get ready for the day. A knock at the 
door brings their hosts, all smiles, and ready to 
take them to their first meeting with their 
supervisors. They travel across Metro Manila in 
a private van to Quezon City where National 
Defense headquarters is located. They arrive 
and enter through a secure checkpoint into the 
rear parking area for government personnel and 
employees. They are escorted into the offices of 
the National Defense undersecretaries: Mr. Dela 
Cruz and Mr. Santiago. However, there is 
another gentleman there with them; he is 
introduced to the missionaries as "Mr. Jose 
Padilla, undersecretary for munitions and 
installations." 

They shake hands with their guests and 
have a seat around a round meeting table in the 
middle of the conference room. There they have 
a formal meeting on what they have discussed 
from earlier conversations. Mr. Padilla puts 
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forth a portfolio of blank requisite forms for the 
missionaries to fill out. He feels free to go over 
what is expected for these forms; they include 
various template types for infantry rifles, 
machine guns, submachine guns, side arms, 
grenade launchers, antitank missile systems, 
infantry and armored fighting vehicles, and 
battle tanks to name a few. 

"So we want a list of all these types from 
Russian, Korean, and Chinese services," Jose 
says. "Give us as much detail on the 
specifications as possible and then give us 
recommendations from the ones you think we 
should procure or reverse engineer for 
manufacture." They look over the forms and lists 
carefully. Only James is confident of what is 
being asked of them. He is already getting ideas 
as to how best to answer and recommend. 
However, he reserves his flood of ideas until 
they get into their small group and go over them 
in a more relaxed setting. 

"What do you all think?" Jose asks. "I 
think we can help you out," James confidently 
replies. "Good," Jose delights. "When do you 
think you can have these completed?" James 
ponders for a moment and then replies, "In 7 to 
10 days." Jose is pleased and says, "Excellent! We 
look forward to your findings." 

They all shake hands and the 
missionaries are dismissed from the meeting. 
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Rosalind and Joy take them for a brief tour of 
the facility, introducing them to the various 
engineers who consult and advise with their 
directors and undersecretaries of the 
department. They observe that reverse 
engineering and development of various types 
of armaments are of great interest to them. They 
understand that investment from various major 
powers are available and on the table from 
Japanese, American, Chinese, Korean, and 
Russian government sources. The funding is 
available; however, providing they can develop 
viable prototypes of indigenous variants of their 
armaments and weapon systems. 

They get to a point in their tour when 
they are about to conclude, having toured most 
of the facility. Rosalind and Joy enthusiastically 
offer Deborah and Phoebe the opportunity to 
take the afternoon off to go shopping with them. 
"Perhaps," Joy suggests. She refers to their 
husbands, James and Mark. "You will have time 
to work on the requisites. You may feel free to 
work on them here or back at your suite?" Her 
arrangement is obvious; and they get what they 
are doing, so they gladly follow suit. James then 
replies, "I think the rest of the day Mark and I 
will retire to our suite and look over these 
carefully." The ladies smile with delight. The 
gentlemen are taken by van back to their suite. 
The ladies then go on a nice fashion shopping 
spree. 
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Meanwhile, James and Mark order in as 
they spread out all the forms on the coffee table 
in the living room. These entail all sorts of items 
for them to fill out: type, model, caliber, range, 
capacity, etc. The final sets of forms are 
recommendations that are categorized by 
general types of weapons and armaments (and 
explanation thereof). Mark gets out his mobile 
smart phone with Internet Wi-Fi access for 
research purposes. James then begins to recollect 
his memories of various sergeants-of-arms 
relating to him about various types of weaponry 
they encountered from their time of service in 
both the Chinese and Korean militaries. 

The first sets of forms are on infantry 
rifles. "I remember in our old outfit before we 
were to cross into North Korea," James recalls. 
"Our company was using those Type AK 
variants," he surmises. "The calibers for both the 
Chinese AK variants and the Korean variants 
are both using that old NATO surplus 
ammunition; however, they also incorporate the 
American standard equivalent." 

"Ever since the Americans dissolved 
NATO," Mark adds. "There is so much of that 
ammunition out there. The Asian markets are 
flooded with it; and it's real cheap!" Mark shows 
James some pics from his phone of an M4A1 
Colt and K1A and K2 Daewoo infantry rifles. 
"Yes," James concurs. "Those are some of the 
types of rifles that both our Korean and Chinese 
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compatriots were using although some of our 
Chinese units were using up those old Type 
AK's." After looking over the pics, he concludes, 
"I think we should focus on the Korean types for 
evaluation and recommendation." 

As James and Mark continue to mull 
over their weapons of choice, their expectant 
wives are having the time of their lives, 
shopping and trying on maternity wear with 
Rosalind and Joy as their shopping mates. 
Filipina fashion tends to be bright, pastel, 
colorful, and festive. The ladies try on 
formfitting dresses; button up blouses, and 
pinstriped slacks. Deborah tends to like more 
subdued clothes that are loose because of her 
expanding shape. Rosalind admires Deborah 
trying out a flowing off-white maternity dress 
that fits her well. "It is made of silk and bamboo 
threads," Rosalind admires, as she watches 
Deborah pose in the mirror. "It's beautiful," she 
delights, as she looks admiringly at herself in 
the mirror. 

Phoebe then comes out in a colorful 
satin blouse and slack outfit. She looks striking 
in her ensemble as she too stands before the 
mirror and admires her form in the outfit. "I like 
beautiful matching colors," Phoebe delights. She 
lightly draws her hands down over her belly, as 
she turns to the side, looking in the mirror. Joy 
stands with her and delights as she also admires 
her form. "I look forward to the time when I will 
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be with child," Joy exclaims, as she smiles at 
Phoebe. "You married?" Phoebe inquires. "No, 
still single," she utters rather disappointedly. 
"Well," Phoebe concerns. "We pray and believe 
the Lord will provide for your desire!" Joy 
delights and says excitedly, "Amen!" They 
delight with laughter as they continue their 
shopping while making some purchases. 

Meanwhile back at the suite, James and 
Mark begin to outline categories of various 
weapon types in making selections for each one: 
rifles, pistols, machine and submachine guns, 
artillery howitzers, ballistic missiles, and anti¬ 
aircraft systems. They settle on infantry rifles for 
profile and recommendation: the K2 and M4A1 
both chambered for .233 REM-A and 5.56x45mm 
NATO. They spend the rest of the afternoon and 
into the evening profiling the specs of them on 
the forms and drafting recommendations for 
both to be used. 

Their wives arrive home with their 
girlfriends, bringing with them takeout. Their 
husbands are delighted at the sights of their 
wives in new outfits and the smells of what 
appears to be a scrumptious meal. Rosalind and 
Joy go over and look at how James and Mark are 
progressing. "How's your research going?" 
Rosalind asks as she seems impressed by what 
they have so far. "We settled on two infantry 
rifles for the AFP: K2 and the M4A1," James 
proposes. Joy then enjoins, "The M4A1 is used 
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by our enemies among the Maoists and Muslims 
in the south." Mark then inquires, "How did 
they get a hold of those rifles?" 

"The CIA," Rosalind readily confesses, 
"From when the Americano Hussein regime was 
in power in the States." James then posits, "Well, 
they both use .233 REM-A which is in current 
usage in the American Armed Forces. Their 
allies too also use cheap surplus NATO rounds." 
Mark then suggests, "We can get copies of these 
rifles, and your engineers can reverse engineer 
them and develop their own prototypes of 
them." Both ladies are very impressed with their 
insight and enthusiasm. "Think you can procure 
copies?" Rosalind inquires. "We have some 
ideas," James replies, as Deborah comes in to 
announce that dinner is ready. Rosalind excuses 
herself as she has a husband to go home to but 
Joy is invited to stay and fellowship with her 
new friends. 

The next day, the missionaries get up, 
pray, and eat their breakfast. They then gather 
around a coffee table again, lay out the forms 
and continue their work. Mark made a 
suggestion about including the AR10 .308 WIN- 
M rifle that Korean Republican marines used in 
combat. James suggests including the K12 
General Purpose machine gun, as both weapons 
can be chambered to use the American standard 
.308 WIN-M and the 7.62x51mm NATO surplus. 
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Their wives set there in amusement at 
their husbands, getting into this project like little 
boys wanting to play soldiers. They also find it 
ironic that here they are carrying life growing 
inside of them and their husbands are 
discussing tools that take away life. "Wow," 
Phoebe comments. "No wonder we look 
forward to the day when weapons of war will be 
beaten into plow sheers." Deborah concurs with 
profound agreement. Their husbands are 
unfazed and continue their discussions. James 
does say in response, "Well, when we are 
finished with this project for our hosts. They will 
then help us bring life to the people helping us 
set up for revival services. So consider that?!" 

About an hour into their deliberations, a 
knock is heard at the door. Mark opens up, and 
their friends from National Defense are there 
along with another assistant. "I'm Oscar 
Ramirez, assistant to the undersecretary for 
munitions," he says. They all shake hands, as he 
looks over at the table with the requisite forms 
all spread out, some of them are already filled 
out. "Wow," he exclaims. "I see you all are hard 
at work on our project!" 

He sits down with them as coffee is 
served to their guests. "So what do you all have 
so far?" He inquires. "Well," James replies. "We 
settled on an additional infantry rifle for tactical 
teams: the AR10. For a general purpose machine 
gun, the K12 is optimal. Both use the same 
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ammunition: 7.62x51mm NATO surplus and the 
modified Allied standard, .308 WIN-M." He is 
already very impressed, but asks, "How will you 
all procure copies of these weapons for us to 
examine?" They take a pause; and James replies, 
"We still have our military contacts in Seoul and 
Nanking that we can ask." 

Oscar is well pleased, as he takes a sip 
of his coffee, and adds, "So what are you 
working on now?" They sort through their forms 
and lay out a form on side arms, "We have 
settled on profiling four types of side arms: K5; 
941F; 92FS Beretta; and MP446 Viking-all 9mm. 
A caliber that coincides with two types of 
submachine guns we have also selected: the Uzi 
and K7 SMG." Oscar looks over what they have 
so far and comments, "We already have some 
Uzi's in stock for special uses; and they use .45s." 
James remarks, "Yes, but your engineers can 
examine both types and come up with a 
modified design, combining the best of both, 
and chamber the new design for 9 mm." 

Oscar considers his proposal. He then 
adds, "One of the best things our president is 
doing is initiating investment to have us 
develop our own armaments and manufacturing 
facilities. We need to develop our own style of 
weapons! So far, these will do well for our 
proposal and development." They are behind in 
full agreement and are pleased with their 
progress. The ladies, on the other hand, are 
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rather bored by the minutia of specifications and 
details. Joy finally quips, "Would you all like to 
go shopping again?!" The ladies perk up, as 
Phoebe delights, "Yes, please, let's go!" The 
ladies get themselves together, say goodbye to 
the gentlemen, who are very much engrossed in 
their research. They then leave with great 
delight. 

"Be back later," Deborah says, as they 
head out the door. "Okay," is the tacit response, 
as the door shuts behind them. "This looks great 
so far," Oscar says, as he looks over what they 
have filled out so far. "Let's consider support 
weapons like grenade launchers and mortar 
systems." James and Mark begin their research 
on these. James remembers Russian troops 
armed with a six-round grenade launcher in 
urban combat areas. "It's the RG-6, a Russian 
hand-held grenade launcher using 40 mm 
grenade rounds," James says, as Mark holds up 
a pic of it to Oscar from his phone. "There is also 
the AGS-30! It is the automatic grenade launcher 
gun that the Russians use in the field," James 
says, as again Mark holds up a pic of it to Oscar. 
"It uses 30 mm rounds," James posits. "However, 
the Korean K4 auto grenade launcher uses 40 
mm rounds, so perhaps you all could develop a 
modified version of the two combined to use 40 
mm rounds?" 

Mark then recalls another Russian 
weapon that was used in the North Korean 
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theater, "The RPG-30,1 recall Russian tactical 
teams using them." Oscar again is very 
impressed with their selections and knowledge 
on such weapons. "The Korean Republican 
military use the K6 mortar system, using a 120 
mm mortar around." Oscar then follows up by 
saying, "These recommendations so far are just 
what we are looking for. Now we need to 
consider mechanized weapons systems, such as 
tanks, helicopter gunships, infantry fighting 
vehicles, howitzer artillery cannons, and 
multiple rocket launch systems." 

As the gentleman continue to do more 
and more extensive research on these various 
weapons systems, the ladies go way across on 
the other side of the city to a beach resort area. 
They buy swimwear at a comer boutique near a 
white sandy beach with salty aqua blue water, 
rippling in and out from the shore. Their 
girlfriends have already packed swim wear, 
anticipating their visit to the beach. Deborah 
and Phoebe purchase one piece maternity 
swimsuits because they wish to swim as well as 
take in some sun. The four ladies take to the 
beach. There before them are young, old, and 
whole families sunbathing or swimming out in 
light swaying waves of warm water. 

Rosalind dons a silky black bikini which 
accentuates her mature yet sleek body. Joy is a 
bit more modest in a powdered blue two-piece 
swimsuit. Deborah and Phoebe debut in their 
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formfitting one-piece maternity swimsuits: 
Deborah in dark pink and Phoebe in a canary 
yellow. Joy and Rosalind pitch their large 
umbrellas in the white shimmering sand to 
buffet the bright shining sunlight of the 
afternoon sun. They lay out their long and large 
beach towels to lie on beneath the shade of the 
large parasols. They share their parasols with 
their girlfriends. 

They had stopped by Joy's place in Rizal 
to pack with them a picnic basket full of tropical 
fruits, like mangosteen and lychee, and goodies 
wrapped in sticky green banana leaves. 

Rosalind eats of a lychee and asks, "So who 
wants to go swimming?" Deborah full of late- 
term energy, piques, and says, "I'll go swimming 
with you!" They go down along the shore and 
slowly wade out into the light choppy waves. 
They begin to swim out among others there 
swimming as well. 

Phoebe lies down on her back across her 
towel with her beach pillow tucked up under 
her head. Joy lies down on her towel on her side 
prompting her hand up under her head. She 
faces Phoebe lying next to her. "Sounds like your 
husband is really into our project," she laughs. 
Phoebe chuckles as well, "Yes! They are playing 
soldier boys!" 

They laugh! As they laugh, Phoebe 
suddenly perks up to attention. She genteelly 
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places her hands over her now larger and 
rounder belly, and excitedly feels her baby move 
within her. "Wow!" she exclaims. "My baby is 
really moving in there!" Joy perks up as well. 

She takes her hand to Phoebe's womb, as she 
graciously invites her to feel the miraculous 
movements of her growing baby. "I'm entering 
seven months today," she admits, as she looks 
pleasingly over her womb. As both of their 
hands feel around the contours of her womb, the 
baby continues to sporadically flutter and kick. 

They look out at their girlfriends 
floating peacefully out among the light swaying 
waves. "Deb will be starting her eighth month in 
a week," Phoebe notes, as they admire the baby 
still moving within her. 

As the afternoon draws to a close and 
evening settles in, the gentlemen are winding 
down their research and have settled on certain 
armored infantry and fighting vehicles: the 
Korean K21 and the Chinese ZBD04; as well as 
the Chinese helicopter gunship, the CAIC WZ10. 
The ladies return jubilant and refreshed from 
their nice afternoon beach outing. They bring 
with them seafood takeout and the gentlemen 
finally break from their intense research and 
reporting. They have more casual conversations 
over dinner before seeing their guests off for an 
evening of prayer and a good night's sleep. 
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Life and Death 

The next day, they took a break from 
their project. At Joy's request and arrangement, 
she made an appointment for her girlfriends to 
see an obgyn at the Government General 
Hospital in Pasay. They board a metro bus from 
Makati down into Pasay, situated in downtown 
Metro Manila. The passengers are mostly 
businesspeople with the students mixed in 
among them. The bus was packed and room 
was made for them to set in the rear bench seat 
all the way in the back. They peer out the 
windows at the crowded streets filled with 
shops and various vendors selling all sorts of 
merchandise and street food. There is a lot of 
starting and stopping, taking on and taking off 
passengers, as the bus meanders throughout 
Metro traffic. 

They see out the windows as they pass 
through the underpasses at homeless, lying out 
on cardboard mats in tattered shorts and worn- 
out t-shirts. Painted faces of various types of 
workers adorn the pillars of the underpass 
bridges, as they make their way into the 
commercial district of Pasay. They get off at a 
bus stop about a quarter of a block from the 
hospital entrance. They step out into passersby, 
going to and fro on the rough and broken-up 
sidewalks. They make their way carefully down 
the broken up concrete slabs and traffic signals. 


46 



and on pass oddly lined edgy and jagged street 
comers. 

They make their way up the steps into 
the entrance to the hospital. An armed security 
guard opens the door for them as they enter into 
the main lobby of the hospital. They go into the 
nurses' station and are directed by the 
receptionist to report to the maternity ward of 
the hospital. They walk down the hallway, pass 
nurses and patients, being transported and 
escorted to various different parts of the 
hospital. As they round the comer to the east 
wing of the hospital, they enter through the 
doors pass a security station into the waiting 
lobby of the maternity ward and obgyn offices. 
They go to the receptionist and sign-in for their 
appointment. They are directed to wait until the 
obgyn is ready to see them. 

They sit next to a young couple there 
waiting as well. They make small talk with them 
before the couple was called for their 
appointment. The young man with his pregnant 
fiancee gets up and thanks them as they are 
taken into where the obgyn office and 
examination room are located. They pray for the 
young couple as they continue to wait. 

An older pregnant lady comes in with 
three stair-step children and signs-in with her 
son and two daughters at her side. The 
missionary couples welcome her children to 
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come over to them. They say rather delightfully, 
"Suffer the little children to come to me." This 
piques the mother's interest, "Are you 
religious?" Phoebe replies, as she sets her 
youngest son on her knee, "Bom again." 

Deborah then asks, "And you?" The mother then 
replies, "Iglesiani Cristo." The exotic sounding 
name piques the interest of the missionary 
couples. James then asks, "What is that?" The 
mother replies rather coy, "My church." Mark 
then asks, "What does your church believe?" She 
readily replies, "We believe God is the Father; 
Jesus is the Son of God; the Holy Spirit is the 
power of God; our founder is the last prophet of 
God; and our church is the restored Church of 
Christ." They are amazed by her declarations! So 
they then proceed cautiously and methodically 
with asking certain questions to divulge the true 
meanings behind her declarations. 

Mark then asks, "If the Father is God 
and Jesus is the Son of God, then why did Jesus 
say that He and the Father are One?" The 
mother looks incredulous at them and asks, 
"Where did he say that?" James replies, "Well, 
when Jesus said of Himself, that He is the Good 
Shepherd, He said that 'I and My Father are 
One' in John 10:30." The mother is unfazed, so 
she replies rather dryly, "Jesus was simply 
saying that he and the Father are in relationship 
together." Phoebe is a bit perplexed by this, so 
she asks, "What do you mean by relationship?" 
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The mother goes on to explain, "That Jesus and 
the Father have a special understanding with 
one another, that only the Father is God, but 
Jesus is a man that God blessed with having 
been born without sin." 

The missionary couples are very 
confused by the illogical reasoning of her 
religious proclamation. James then asks, "If Jesus 
is merely a man; and as you say, God merely 
blessed him with having been bom without sin, 
then why did Jesus say, 'Before Abraham was, I 
AM', identifying Himself as God too in John 
8:58." The mother is at a loss for words, as she 
has not seen this before in her own studies. "I 
believe the Father is God but not Jesus, he is 
only the Son of God; the Holy Spirit is simply 
the power of God. They are not one; only God 
the Father is one." 

In all their witnessing, they have never 
heard such Unitarian reasoning that confuses 
biblical concepts of God as Three Persons in One 
Godhead. This begs Deborah to ask, "If Holy 
Spirit is only the power of God; and then why 
does Jesus equate Himself and Holy Spirit with 
God the Father by having believers baptized in 
the names of all Three Persons?" The mother 
reels with perplexity and contends by asking, 
"Jesus was speaking of his relationship with God 
the Father and his power vested in the Holy 
Spirit to baptize new converts!" James 
immediately counters by saying, "Then why 
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does Jesus refer to Holy Spirit as 'He' Who is the 
Helper that dwells within those of us who are 
bom again?" She becomes frustrated but 
patiently utters, "As I have said, Jesus is 
speaking of the power of God to bring Scripture 
to our remembrance." Seeing her frustration, 
Mark changes up the conversation by asking, 
"You say that your church is the restored church 
of Christ; what do you mean by this?" She can 
sense that what she believes is obviously not 
what they believe; and so she simply posits, "My 
church is what Christ originally founded and 
what our founder, Felix Manalo was blessed 
with having restored. By belonging to our 
restored church, we have salvation through it." 

They are astonished by this admission, 
so Phoebe finally has to ask, "If salvation is 
found only through your church, then why did 
Jesus say, 'I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no one goes to the Father except through me'?" 
The mother is exacerbated at explaining any 
further, so she finally asks, "So, what do you all 
believe?" James explains her question this way, 
"The Apostle Paul said of the Corinthians, that 
you tolerate those who come to you with a 
different Jesus, a different gospel, and a different 
spirit. If you take these three in the positive, 
then you have what we believe as bom-again 
Christians: our God is Jesus Christ, the Second 
Person of the Godhead with God the Father as 
the First Person of the Godhead; our Gospel is 
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Jesus Christ and Him crucified as the only way 
of salvation; and our Spirit is Holy Spirit, our 
Helper and the Third Person of the Godhead — 
the Trinity!" 

The mother is not only astonished, but 
mentally exhausted. She finally says, "Your 
beliefs are not my beliefs; as for me and my 
family we belong to the INC." At that, they look 
at her children and pray for them. Suddenly the 
young couple they had seen before comes out as 
the nurse follows behind. She calls for the 
missionary couples to follow her for their 
appointment. The children return to their 
mother, as the missionary couples get up and 
smile at the mother. They say, "Nice meeting 
you and your kids." She gives a halfhearted 
smirk in return. They head into the hallway, as 
the nurse closes the door behind them. They 
enter into the examination room where they 
stand before an examination table, a sink off to 
the right, and cabinets for various medical 
supplies. 

"So who wants to go first?" the nurse 
cheerfully asks. Deborah and Phoebe look to one 
another, and Phoebe finally says, "I'll go first." 
She then goes and lifts herself up onto the 
examination table. The nurse takes her blood 
pressure, vital signs, and records them on her 
chart for the obgyn to see when he is 
summoned. The nurse does the same for 
Deborah. When she finishes, she announces. 
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"The doctor will be in in a few minutes to 
examine the both of you." Deborah remains 
seated on the table, as they discuss their 
encounter with the INC mother. 

The missionaries recall having been 
exposed to various pluralistic religious 
philosophies, cults of personality, and apostolic 
Catholic theology, but not to some pseudo- 
Christianized religious system that challenges 
traditional biblical and orthodox Christian-held 
beliefs. They are troubled by them, so they pray 
to the Lord to teach them how to better handle 
breaking through them. They smile shyly at one 
another. In spite of feeling deflated, they are 
thankful, and praise the Lord for the 
opportunity to witness as well as reproduce life. 
The obgyn gives a knock at the door to the exam 
room. He pokes his head in to invite himself in; 
he gives a happy smile, as he comes into the 
room to introduce himself to them. 

"Hello, I'm Dr. Hernandez," he 
cheerfully says, as he shakes each of their hands. 
"I'm here to see how your babies are doing." He 
then proceeds to have Deborah lay on her back, 
as she lifts her blouse to reveal her big round 
baby belly with her small popped-out belly 
button. The doctor takes his hands and gently 
feels over and around her protruding abdomen. 
The baby in her is moving, as he feels around for 
how active the baby is feeling. She giggles with 
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joy and delight as her baby moves at the doctor's 
hands. 

"The baby is very active and alive in 
you," he comments pleasingly. He then takes a 
measuring tape and stretches it across the length 
of her belly. "Looks like you're measuring at 
exactly 8 months or 32 weeks." She then 
exclaims surprisingly, "Wow, I'll be turning 
eight months in a week!" He finishes his 
examination and gently pulls her blouse down 
over her belly. "The baby is active and healthy 
so far as I can tell," he says. "You seem also 
healthy and fit for motherhood." He then helps 
her up to a seated position on the table, as she 
was before. He asks her routine questions about 
any complications to which she replies, "I feel 
great; I enjoy being pregnant!" He then asks, "Do 
you know the gender?" To which she replies, 
"No." He suggests they could schedule for a 
sonogram to determine the gender of the baby. 
Deborah looks to Phoebe and asks, "You want to 
know yours too?" She replies, "If you do; I will 
too?" Deborah then looks to the obgyn and says, 
"Yes!" He helps her down off the table; and she 
has a seat with the others. 

He pulls the paper sheet off the 
cushioned examination table, discards it, and 
replaces it with a fresh sheet. He then invites 
Phoebe up onto the table and examines her as 
well. As he measures her swelling abdomen, he 
comments that she's measuring a little over 7 
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months or 29 weeks to which she says, "Really, I 
just turned seven months yesterday!" He then 
comments, "It's not unusual for a mother to 
measure larger than she is as pregnancy 
progresses into advanced stages." He then adds, 
"Unless preeclampsia is an issue which is not the 
case with either of you. You're very healthy and 
the babies are active, so measuring a larger is 
actually a good sign of a healthy pregnancy." 

As he helps her up to a seated position 
on the table, he then says, "We'll be able to see 
better with a' sonogram." He then adds, "I'll 
schedule one for the both of you a week from 
now. Will that work?" They all give a nod, yes, 
as he writes it down for the next appointment. 
"Okay, I see you all are staying in Makati, so I'll 
schedule your ultrasound sonogram 
appointment at the maternity hospital there." 

They go from the appointment pleased 
and joyous at how good the news is of their 
pregnancies. They praise the Lord! They then 
come across wide, broken-up, concrete sidewalk 
slabs lined by a long stretch of worn chain-link 
fencing covered with tattered and tom 
canvassing. There in the midst of the fencing is a 
middle-aged woman half naked lying out on the 
sidewalk. She is covered in a worn, dirty and 
tom blanket with her young son, who is no 
more than seven years old, sitting near where 
his mother lays. The missionaries are moved 
with compassion for the woman and her child. 
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So Deborah and James sit with the woman, who 
holds out her hand for help. Phoebe and Mark 
go to a corner mart with an open-air shop, 
selling clothes. They buy for the woman two 
pairs of pants, underwear, shorts, and tops and 
bring them down to where she lays. She is now 
seated on the sidewalk with the blanket 
covering her. They present to her the clothes for 
her to have and wear. The missionary women 
pull the blanket up to cover the woman while 
she puts on the underwear, shorts, and a clean t- 
shirt. 

They invite the woman and her son to 
eat with them at a local Jollibee (a Philippine- 
based fast food restaurant chain) where they 
treat the small family to lunch. They find out 
that her name is Juanita Gutierrez and her son, 
Juan (who had just turned seven years old over 
a week ago). She tells them that her husband 
had died six months ago and left them destitute. 
She had come to Manila from Naeva Ecijia, a 
central province in Luzon that is sparsely 
populated and underdeveloped. She came to 
Manila for work but has since had trouble 
finding a job. Her husband was a farmer while 
she was a fruit picker and homemaker. Her 
English is broken and limited, but they can 
make out what she is saying. She explains that 
her dress is worn so thin that it fell apart on her 
and that she gave all she had to clothe her son. 
She comments that this is the first real meal she 
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and her son have had in a while. They offer to 
have her and her son stay with them for a while 
at their suite until she can get back on her feet. 

Back at the suite, James and Mark 
continue their research work while the ladies 
have Juanita and her son shower. They then 
have their clothes washed and ready for wear. 
The gentlemen switch their focus from weapons 
that they can ascertain physical copies to 
mechanized weapon systems that they will need 
in design forms. "At this point," James surmises. 
"We need to secure blueprints and schematics of 
mechanized weapons systems and vehicles for 
mobility and transport." They settle on selecting 
and profiling artillery cannons and armored 
infantry fighting vehicles: the K9 howitzer; K10 
artillery munitions carrier; K21 infantry fighting 
vehicle; F6614 4x4 armored personnel carrier; 
ZBD04 infantry fighting vehicle; and the GAZ 
TIGR 4x4 infantry fighting vehicle. 

"This is all fine and good," Mark 
interjects. "But who are we going to contact in 
Seoul and Nanking to secure these items and 
how are we to contact them?" James ponders on 
that for a moment and suggests, "We will call on 
our good friend and brother in Christ, General 
Tai Won Kun, who is now secretary of the 
Korean Republican Army and our other brother 
in the Lord, General Taizung, who is now 
secretary of the Chinese Nationalist Republican 


56 



Armed Forces. Lord willing, they will help us 
procure what we need for our new friends." 

As twilight arrives, the men finish up 
their findings for the day; they shower and 
order in again for dinner. They gather around 
afterwards for Bible study; and this will be the 
first time for their new friends, Juanita and her 
son, Juan. They are studying in the Gospel of 
Matthew and come across where Jesus said to 
His disciples, 'Go, sell your best cloak and buy a 
sword,' and how Andrew presented to Jesus two 
swords. James explains to them, "Now Jesus was 
not referring to going and buying a copy of the 
Bible, as it was not in existence at that time. 

Jesus is the Word of God made manifest in the 
flesh! A cloak was a man's finest and most 
expensive piece of clothing in the first century. 
The type of sword that Jesus was referring to 
was a double-edged Roman warrior sword. It is 
the equivalent of a modem long' rifle like those 
things we are discussing with our friends for 
their military. When Andrew presented to Jesus 
'two swords'; Jesus said, 'that is enough!' What 
was He saying? Jesus is saying present to your 
enemies a copy of the Bible, the Life, or the 
sword in the other, the Death for your enemies: 
those who refuse to repent and those who take 
up arms against you!" 
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Always the Poor 
among Us 

Sunday morning comes. They all got up 
to get ready to go to church. Juanita has become 
a mother to them (being older than them), 
laundering their clothes, cleaning up their 
rooms, making their beds, and making their 
meals. They all gather around for prayer before 
eating. They go to church and afterwards. Pastor 
Samuel meets with them in the lobby to the 
fellowship hall. "The bishop gives you all his 
blessing," he confides. "And he has instructed 
me to have you all meet with our worship leader 
and his band for you all to make your proposal." 

They are delighted; and introduce their 
new friends to the pastor. Joy is introduced to 
their new friends as well. They all gather 
together with the worship leader, music leader, 
and their respective ministerial leaders and 
ministers in the rehearsal hall where they are 
introduced by the pastor. The men and women 
leaders are seated as chairs are set on the 
platform for the missionaries. The missionary 
women take their seats as the missionary men 
get up before the leaders to make their proposal. 
James begins by introducing their vision for 
revival. 
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"Brothers and sisters, we come to you 
from having served our Lord in the former 
North Korea with both the Chinese Nationalist 
Republican and Korean Republican Armed 
Forces as missionaries and chaplains. While 
there, we ministered to former death camp 
prisoners, refugees, and even POWs. We preach 
the Gospel to them; we won lots of souls to 
Christ, and discipled those we lead to becoming 
born-again. In all our kingdom building for 
Christ, we had no worship or music leader, nor 
a blessed band of musicians to back us up! 
Although I play some guitar; I was not called to 
play until we return to Hwasong. We would 
sing and lead our new converts in hymns as well 
as praise and worship songs. However, we have 
come to understand that the Lord has a great 
purpose for you all beyond the walls of AJK to 
help us in bringing the Gospel to the people in 
Manila, Cebu, and Davao. We welcome you all 
to join us in being a part of bringing our revival 
services in these three cities. Lord willing, we 
plan in another week or so to start promoting 
the first event in Manila. We are tentatively 
planning on putting that event on during the 
last weekend of March. Please pray about this 
and see us about how you can join us in winning 
souls to Christ and discipling them with AJK." 

The ministerial leaders seem very 
interested and seek them out after James had 
given his invitation about how they can be a 
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part of it. Both the worship leader and the music 
leader lend their support and participation. 

They find out that the worship leader, Danny 
Nunez is from Cebu and that the music leader, 
John Gatchalian is from Davao. They are 
amazed at how God has brought them all 
together for these revivals to take place. Pastor 
Samuel invites his missionary guests and his 
ministerial leaders out for lunch to a local 
restaurant to discuss their plans for further 
outreach. 

They walk a half a block from the 
church to a local diner. They enter through a 
glass door of a storefront with walled glass 
windows. Outside is a beggar, a young man in a 
white tank top and jeans, Mark gives him a few 
pesos, as he enters through the open door. They 
gather around a set of diner tables where they 
are surrounded by families, young and old, who 
look displaced and disheveled. 

Two of the women among those there 
recognize Juanita as an old girlfriend of theirs. 
They go up to her and speak in Tagalog with 
her; they laugh and embrace one another. She 
introduces her friends to her new friends: James, 
Mark, Deborah, Phoebe, Pastor Samuel, Pastor 
John, and Pastor Danny. They are invited to sit 
with them and join them for their lunch. They 
talk about how they volunteer there to help 
people such as themselves, who are 
impoverished (but are being uplifted by the love 
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and charity of the ministry). Juanita introduces 
her girlfriends as Stella Chuateco and Sharon 
Damilo; they have their kids there with them to 
join them. 

Pastor Sam tells them of this ministry. 
How it is a part of a feeding program 
undertaken by volunteers who are willing to 
serve one another with food and being discipled 
by the lay leaders. The missionaries are pleased 
with what they are doing. "You want to get 
involved?" Pastor Sam adds. "That is what 
impressed me about your proposal, is how you 
want to reach out to the people of Manila and 
win them to Christ and the Gospel!" They sit 
there; and Phoebe is inspired to ask, "May we 
serve here on occasion?" Pastor Sam elates, 
"Yes!" Deborah then suggests, "Maybe every 
other Saturday and Sunday afternoons before 
the Manila revival service?" Pastor Sam and his 
pastoral team seem pleased, as does James and 
Mark, their husbands. 

"We start Saturday afternoon, barring 
anything unforeseen," James replies. "Very 
well," Pastor Sam agrees. "We look forward to 
you helping us out; give you all the opportunity 
to recruit volunteers." Pastor Sam hints. "This 
week," Mark posits. "We should be finishing up 
the research part of our project for our friends at 
National Defense and that should free us up?" 
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While they are served up some local 
dishes to try, some more young beggars peer in 
through the windows at them eating. Pastor 
Sam notices them, and tells Mark, "You have 
fans waiting for you." Mark looks up and sees 
them waiting on him. "They want to?" he asks. 
The pastors sit back and chuckle to themselves, 
as Pastor Sam explains, "There are those in need 
and those in greed." Pastor John pipes up and 
elaborates further, "Street beggars tend to 
network with one another. When you give to 
one like him, he will go and tell others in his 
network to line up." Pastor Danny then adds, 
"When you leave, they will stand there with 
their hands out wanting you to give to all of 
them. They then will go and share the profits 
among themselves." Pastor Sam also concludes, 
"And they will do that all over the city." 

The missionaries are troubled, but they 
understand the plight of the poor. Yet, they 
know that such dependency is not good for 
them. However, jobs are scarce in the country 
and the money is not as valuable as other 
currencies. "Well," Mark resigns. "If they misuse 
the money I gave them, they will have to answer 
Almighty God for it." He is resolute in having 
done right but they are a little wiser by their 
pastors. "Understand," Pastor Sam relents. "They 
are able-bodied to work but they live off of 
charity, other people's money." Pastor Denny 
adds, "Why do you think they stand outside and 
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do not come in?" Pastor John then chimes in, 
"They don't want to come in and help us; they 
don't want to work; they'd rather beg and bum 
money off of others, especially tourists and 
visitors." 

"We understand," Mark replies. "But 
you all would agree jobs are few and far 
between?" Pastor Samuel concurs, "Ah yes! 
You're right, but we offer them work for food 
but they refuse." There are again troubled, but 
they trust the pastors know best their people 
and country. "We'll have our first meeting on 
planning the revival service on Saturday 
morning before we have our volunteer service 
here?" James suggests. The pastors agree with 
that suggestion; and they finish their meal and 
fellowship in one accord. 

Over the next two days, J ames and 
Mark along with Oscar finish finalizing the draft 
requests of Korean, Chinese, and Russian 
weapons and armaments for proposal to the 
National Defense. They have broken down the 
recommendation drafts between procurements 
as well as blueprints and schematics of the 
following categories: procurement of copies of 
infantry rifles, submachine guns, side arms, 
machine guns, and support weapons; and 
blueprints and schematics of antitank 
munitions, tanks, armored vehicles, artillery, 
aviation, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), and 
support vehicles. 


63 



What they have left to do is generate 
lists of what they need for their contacts in Seoul 
and Nanking. They message their colleagues: 
secretary of the Korean Republican Army, 
General Tai Won Kun; undersecretary of foreign 
affairs. General Yoon Chan; and secretary of the 
Chinese Nationalist Republican Army, General 
Taizung. They will wait for their replies for 
videoconferencing about their mission and 
request. 

The day for the ladies' sonogram 
appointment arrives and the missionary couples 
ready themselves. They shower, pray, and have 
breakfast. They then leave Juanita and her son to 
their suite. This time Joy shows up to 
accompany them to their appointment. They 
travel again by metro bus across town to the 
maternity hospital in Makati. Joy is elated to 
know more about her girlfriends' pregnancies 
and witness a sonogram in action. 

They arrive at the hospital and are 
directed to the technician center across from the 
complex. They go, sign-in, and wait in the 
waiting room for their appointment. Unlike 
regular hospital appointments, these special 
appointments are limited to so many patients a 
day; and so they no sooner sign-in that within 3 
minutes, they are called in for their 
appointment. They are led down a hallway with 
various rooms and offices on each side to an 
ultrasound exam room towards the end of it. 
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The Filipina technician smiles at her patients, as 
she escorts them into the exam room. In there is 
an exam table, an ultrasound machine, and a set 
of waiting chairs for family members. 

The technician, Daisy, smiles 
delightfully as she gently invites her first 
patient, Deborah up onto the table. She asks if 
they have had such an exam before and they 
answer, no. So, she graciously explains how 
such an exam works; and what are the results of 
having one. Among determining the heartbeat 
and physical condition of the baby growing 
inside the mother's womb, the gender of the 
baby can be revealed as well. 

Daisy gently helps lean Deborah on her 
back. She lifts her flowery maternity blouse up 
over her abdomen, revealing her big round 
pregnant belly. Daisy then takes a white linen 
sheet, pulls it up under Deborah's underbelly, 
and tucks it under the waistband of her tights. 
The technician then explains what she is doing 
as she takes a tube of lubricant gel and squeezes 
a dollop swirl atop Deborah's belly just above 
her popped out belly button. 

The machine is heard running as Daisy 
takes the transducer probe. She directs Deborah 
to pay attention to the monitor, as she starts the 
sonogram. Joy cannot help herself. She jumps up 
and looks over at the monitor with Deborah and 
Daisy, who gently runs the probe over and 
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around the baby belly. Images of her baby 
appear on the monitor with the heart fluttering 
steadily. Phoebe also excitingly gets up and 
stands beside Joy to see as well. Her baby is 
actively moving as the probe is moved atop her 
belly. James and Mark just sit and watch from 
their seats. They are too embarrassed to go and 
see. But, Phoebe goes and coaxes them to get up 
and watch with them. 

"Would you like to know the baby's 
gender?" Daisy asks, as she guides the probe 
around Deborah's naval. Deborah looks 
excitingly at James; James with awe on his face 
says, "Yes!" Daisy smiles as she happily says, "A 
boy!" They all smile with delight at the news. 
Soon after Deborah's sonogram; it is Phoebe's 
turn. She takes to the exam table with 
excitement and anticipation about her baby. She 
too is laid on her back, and as with Deborah, a 
dollop of swirling gel and probe are applied 
gently to her bare baby belly. There as before 
she too is asked about revealing her baby's 
gender to which she also looks to Mark for 
approval. Mark nods with excitement to know; 
and so Daisy announces heartily, "Another boy!" 
The news of two sons is overwhelming and 
joyous to hear! 

Deborah and Phoebe both praise the 
Lord for His gifts of life to them. "May they 
grow up to be peacemakers in a world full of 
strife and warfare," Deborah speaks a blessing 
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over Phoebe and their expected sons. "And 
defenders of their faith and family," James adds. 

They all travel across Makati jubilant 
and full of anticipation for the arrival of their 
sons. Joy is awe inspired; she is so happy for her 
girlfriends and their husbands. Juanita has 
supper ready for them when they return from 
the maternity hospital. Joy joins them; and 
Juanita is told of the news. She too is elated and 
hugs her matrons in celebration. 

The next day, James and Mark are hard 
at work again along with Oscar in finalizing 
their proposal for Chinese and Russian weapons 
and armaments. They have heard back from 
General Taizung who has scheduled a video 
conference with them for 11am sharp this 
morning. They have their webcam and mic all 
set up on Oscar's government-issued laptop. 
They are standing by, messaging with the 
general and attaching documentation on their 
proposals and requests: actual copies of the 
MP446 Viking 9mm pistol; EM3513 bull pump 
and Q13Z03 infantry rifle; and support 
weapons: RG-6 40 mm grenade launcher; AGS30 
auto grenade launcher; and RPG30 antitank 
rocket launcher; as well as blueprints and 
schematics on storage disk of: 9M113 KORNET 
antitank guided missile launcher; GAZ TIGR 
4x4 / VPK22314 TIGER M infantry vehicle; T99A 
125 mm main battle tank; CAIC WZ-10 attack 
helicopter gunship; ZBD04 infantry fighting 
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vehicle; and HQ-9 surface-to-air missile system 
with TEL TAIAN 8x8 mobile launcher platform. 

The general is impressed with their 
requests; and they go live with him. "Good 
morning general!" James and Mark happily say, 
as the general replies (they speak in English so 
as to be understood by Oscar), "Good morning 
brothers!" Oscar is introduced to their old friend. 
They are pleased to see each other. "General, as 
you're aware, we make these requests to help 
our allies in the coming conflict against our 
common enemies." 

The general understands and posits on 
how to accommodate them. "Yes, very well," he 
concurs. "I reviewed your list for procurement 
copies of weapons as well as the plans for the 
weapons systems and vehicles," he surmises. 
"And they are no problem to provide to you." 
Oscars seems pleased, as well as his 
compatriots. "What we need is for you to come 
to Nanking and we will provide for you what 
you requested, so as to be taken back to Manila." 
Oscar then posits, "General, we will provide to 
our friends a business flight to our embassy in 
Nanking and they will meet with your agents 
for pickup." The general pauses for a moment 
and responds, "Yes, what I will do is meet with 
my friends at the Nationalist Republican armory 
in downtown Nanking. I will send you all 
directions; there I will have my officers provide 
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what you request." Oscar then replies, "When is 
the soonest that this can be arranged?" 

The general looks at his schedule from 
his mobile phone and offers, "Will a week from 
now do?" Oscar is very well pleased and posits, 
"Our friends will be on a flight a week from now 
to our embassy in Nanking where they will meet 
with your liaisons there." The general replies, 
"Yes, I meet with my friends along with the 
superintendent of the armory, two of our aides, 
and we will rendezvous at the armory at 1000 
hours." 

Oscar then gladly says, "We'll book the 
flight for the morning of," he says. "How long do 
your plan to stay?" He asks of the three 
gentlemen. "I would like three days," the general 
speaks up and suggests, "I'd like to catch up 
with my friends and brothers." 

James and Mark agree, as Oscar relents, 
"Okay, but no longer, we need you all back here 
asap." They all agree to the arrangements and 
conclude their conversation with prayer. 

Again the next day, they heard from 
both Generals Yoon and Tai and they schedule a 
three-way videoconference with them all for this 
morning at 10am. Not only is Oscar there but his 
boss. Undersecretary Jose Padilla is there to join 
in with the discussion, as he has been briefed on 
the missionary's great success so far in 
negotiating procurement of their desired arms 
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they need and request. James and Mark message 
with their Korean compatriots about the 
requests. The generals have no problem with 
their requests, but want to discuss with them the 
arrangements of their impending visit. 

As he did with General Taizung, they 
submit their documented requests to them: 
procurement of the following weapons and 
armaments: K1A assault carbine, K2 assault 
rifle, AR10 308M, K7 submachine gun, Kll 
assault rifle grenade launcher, K12 general- 
purpose machine gun; K5, 92FS, 941F Tact 9mm 
pistols; and support weapons: K6M120 mortar 
system, K4 40mm auto grenade launcher, K171 
TOW, and K172 LAW 70 mm; and finally the 
blueprints and schematics of K9 SP howitzer 
artillery cannon, K10 artillery munitions carrier, 
K136 M270 multi-launch rocket system, KM450 
utility truck, KM131 Jeep, F6614 4x4 armored 
personnel carrier, K21 infantry fighting vehicle, 
K2 Black Panther main battle tank, and KAI 
Night Intruder drone. 

A tall order but they are willing to 
provide all of what they ask. "We appreciate 
generals, your willingness to provide for our 
requests," James summarily says. "We are all too 
happy to help in the war effort," General Tai 
replies. General Yoon then adds, "When will you 
will be able to come to Seoul?" James and Mark 
look to one another and respond, "Two weeks 
from now." Jose then adds, "Generals, we will 
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arrange for our compatriots a round-trip flight 
to our embassy in Seoul." The generals seem 
please and inquire, "How long do you plan to 
stay with us?" James suggests, "Three days 
should suffice?" The generals agree and further 
arrangements are made for their impending 
arrival. "I along with the director of 
procurements will meet with you all outside the 
embassy the afternoon of your arrival at 1300 
hours," General Tai says. "We look forward to 
seeing you," James gladly replies. "We do as 
well," the general adds. They concluded their 
conversation with some banter about their times 
in Korea and about their wives. 

Jose and Oscar are very impressed and 
excited at what the prospects hold in store. 
"Well," Jose exclaims. "When we plan to upgrade 
our Navy, we will call on you gentlemen to help 
us." They celebrate with dalandan and 
calamansi soda while Jose and Oscar toast with 
some Emperador with their soda. The ladies are 
pleased as well that this part of the mission is 
almost over and that the godly part of their 
mission is about to begin. Juan, Juanita's son 
comes running out all excited and playful. After 
hearing talk about guns and bullets prompts 
him to come out shooting with his finger: bang, 
bang! Jose and Oscar chuckle with amusement 
as they take of their drinks, laughing at the 
young boy playing soldier. "He's already to be 
recruited," Oscar laughs. However, the ladies 


71 



are not amused. What can they say? Juanita 
comes out and scolds her youngster on running 
around like a fool. She takes a hold of him and 
takes him back into the room. Jose and Oscar 
continue to laugh as James and Mark remain 
reserve. 

Sunday morning arrives and the group 
of them goes to church where they praise and 
worship the Lord. After the service, they go to 
the rehearsal room where the three pastors they 
met last Sunday afternoon are there with the 
worship team and music band for a total of 24 
ministers in attendance. They begin with prayer 
and a recap of their revival vision for Manila. 
They then go into the styles of worship and 
praise music that they wish to use for their 
services. 

"We tend to use Hillsong and 
Planetshakers for praise and worship," Pastor 
John replies in response to James, who proposes 
the use of a Family Worship Center songbook, 
full of their style of praise and worship type 
hymns and Christian Gospel songs. "We 
understand," James interjects. "But we wish to 
appeal and persuade those lost to come to Christ 
as well as uplift them once they are converted." 

Pastor Danny then suggests, "How 
about you choose a song out of this book that 
gives us the average tenor and message of its 
collection, and we will see if it's what we can 
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play." They think for a moment but all agree and 
settle on one, "Let Your Living Water Flow." 
They have copies made of the music sheet with 
lyrics. They pass them around to the singers and 
musicians. 

The four of them then lead them into 
playing and singing the Gospel song. "Je-s-us, 
Je-s-us, Je-s-us! Sing to the Father," they sing in 
harmony. They go through the whole song in 
one take as a simple rehearsal. However, the 
power of the message behind the song really 
moves everyone there, so much so that they are 
freely praising the Lord thereafter for a while. 

The pastors are convinced, but Pastor 
Danny recommends a compromise: "How about 
we incorporate songs from both ministries in 
our revivals?" The missionaries are accepting of 
the compromise; and Pastor Samuel intercedes 
with some direction: "What sort of itinerary will 
these revival services entail?" He then goes on to 
make a few suggestions of his own: "A prelude 
of Gospel music; an interlude of a solo Gospel 
song, the Gospel message, an invitation to 
Christ; and then to wrap up with praise and 
worship?" 

The missionaries seem to like his 
approach. James then adds, "It sounds good for 
a thumbnail-sketch format but what we need is 
to add more detail to what we're planning." The 
pastors agree. Then James makes an 
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announcement, "Mark and I will be on a 
business junket for the next two weekends: one 
in Nanking and the other in Seoul." Mark also 
adds, "Perhaps Wednesday evening the week 
after we return from our first trip, we can 
continue our plans and rehearsals?" Everyone 
there seems to be accepting of the arrangement. 
So, they close in prayer. 

After the meeting, the pastors and the 
missionary group head over to the mission 
kitchen and diner. There the missionaries are 
given assignments by the pastors to help out. 
Juanita is assigned as a food prep and cook; her 
son, Juan, dishwasher and assistant; Mark, 
Phoebe, and James help in serving as Deborah 
helps Juanita in food prep. Once the food prep is 
finished, they help the other cooks finish the 
cooking. They then serve in and out trays of 
pancit and soup. Dozens after dozens of poor 
families, older folks, and young kids follow 
through the line to be served. 

Before they sit to eat, however. Pastor 
Samuel leads them all in prayer for the meal. 

The people then begin eating and the 
missionaries continue to serve. Juanita comes 
out from behind and begins to collect and take 
up dirty trays for washing. James comes out to 
assist her, as Deborah takes his place in the 
serving line. 
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As the meal and serving progresses, the 
process of taking up collections of dirty trays for 
washing becomes more and more necessary. 
Phoebe and Deborah help a small crew wash 
dishes while James and Mark help Juanita take 
up the trays and stack them back for washing 
and drying. 

A lull occurs during the course of the 
meal. The serving and washing slows down, so 
James and Mark take advantage. They set with 
some of the families and older people to share 
with them the Gospel. 

One young couple is sitting at the end of 
one of the diner tables in the corner of the diner. 
James sits with them as they are finishing their 
meal. They make small talk and find out that 
this young couple was Catholic at least by 
family tradition but they are not devout or 
churchgoing. Rather they are an average 
Filipino couple, who are currently unemployed. 
They are looking for work, preferably for an 
opportunity overseas in a Gulf State in Arabia 
(which seems to be open to such foreign 
workers) but Canada would be a much greater 
blessing for them. 

"We are good people, but we not have a 
work," they say. They begin to open up to James, 
telling him about them. To which James asks, 
"Do you believe the Bible to be good?" They nod 
their heads, yes. As he continues asking them 
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questions, others gather around to listen as well. 
"Do you believe the Bible to be right?" They also 
nod, yes. "Have you ever told a lie?" he asks. 
They pause for a moment. They have to admit 
that they have; and they slowly nod, yes. "It was 
also Paul who said that even our own 
righteousness is but filthy rags to God," he 
reiterates. "Do you believe that if you were to go 
before God that you will be looked at as 'good'?" 
They began to look concerned; and they have to 
nod, no. "Even Jesus said do not call me 'good' 
but rather call God the Father, good," James 
declares; and then counters, "Yet Jesus Himself 
said, 'I am the way, the truth, and the life, no 
one comes to the Father except through Me.'" 

They begin to understand where he is 
going; he then invites them, "Would you like to 
pray with me to invite Jesus Christ in to forgive 
you of your sins and become born again in 
Christ?" They nod yes! Not only did they bow 
their heads to pray with James but so did a 
dozen others there, having listened to his 
invitation. 

In that very hour, over a dozen souls 
were won to Christ, saved, and born again in 
Christ. The pastors observed his witnessing 
from across the room and are impressed. They 
agree that they are real and true to what they 
say. They keep their eyes open and ears alert to 
the missionaries as to their purposes and plans. 
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Later on that evening, the missionaries 
gather around the living room of their suite. As 
before, they have a Bible study led by James, 
who has a message on the poor and poverty. 
"Jesus reveals to us in the Gospel of Matthew, 
during the Olivet Discourse that the dividing of 
the sheep from the goats is based on our giving 
of ourselves to the charity of Christ, that is as to 
whether we give of ourselves to be the eyes, the 
ears, hands, the feet, as well as the mind and 
heart of Christ in helping our brothers and 
sisters in need. Just as Christ identified Himself 
with those, who are without food, clothes, and 
shelter, so we are His sheep because we hear His 
voice. We lose our lives to Him in order to gain 
eternal life. Unlike the goats, we care because we 
give of ourselves in serving and ministering to 
help our brothers and sisters in need. So why 
did Jesus in scolding Judas say, we will always 
have the poor among us but we will not always 
have Him? This is why we ask the Lord to give 
us wisdom, and so He liberally gives us such 
wisdom so as to search the Scriptures to be 
proven right! Herein is how this wisdom plays 
out: when the grateful repentant woman 
anointed our Lord with sweet smelling and 
expensive perfume by breaking open an 
alabaster box, Judas cynically criticized this 
extravagance because he claimed that the money 
spent could have been used to help the poor. 
However, the Lord knew the heart of Judas that 
he wanted the money for himself because of his 
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greed. So, the Lord was referencing a passage 
from one of His favorite books of Moses, 
Deuteronomy: in which the poor are a result of 
poverty and poverty is a curse because the 
people did not obey the Lord. Because of their 
disobedience, the consequence is poverty. How 
do we obey God the Father? How do we ward 
off the curse of poverty and uplift the poor out 
of poverty? We obey God the Father by doing 
His will! His will is to heed the voice of Jesus 
Christ when He said; this is the will of the 
Father, that when we behold Christ Jesus, we 
find our salvation in Him! And we impart that 
message to the poor, giving them the invitation 
to receive Christ as their salvation, and so they 
become no longer poor. Look at our sister, 
Juanita and her son as examples of this!" 
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The Nanking and 
Seoul Junkets 

The night of James and Marks' first 
junket to their home country, the Nationalist 
Republic of China has arrived and they have 
their bags packed. They are to meet with Jose 
and Oscar at the Marcos Manila International 
Airport to be briefed on their mission, given 
their tickets and boarding passes bound for the 
Chinese capital of Nanking. They shower, pray 
with their prayer group, kiss their wives, and 
head out for downtown Metro Manila to the 
airport. 

They arrive at the main entrance to the 
airport where they present their government ids 
to the armed AFP sentries, guarding the airport 
security perimeter around it. They are allowed 
entry into the wide open air-con lobby of the 
airport. 

There at the check-stand where the 
phone recharging stations are Jose and Oscar 
waiting with their aides. "Are you ready?" Jose 
says. They all smile and shake hands with one 
another. "Here are your official itemized request 
forms to present to your contacts for 
requisition," Oscar says, as he hands the forms 
to them. They also hand them their round-trip 
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tickets. They salute one another; and the officials 
bid them farewell. 

James and Mark proceed with the 
check-in of their bags and carry-ons. They go 
through immigration having presented to the 
officers their government ids, passports, and 
special visas. They go down a corridor of 
hallways, pass various boarding areas and 
shops to the boarding area for their flight. There 
they wait with their carry-ons. But among them 
are very few passengers waiting there. Among 
them are government officials, bureaucrats, and 
AFP officers, about a dozen in all. 

The flight attendant, a tall slender 
Filipina in a nice Philippines Airlines stewardess 
uniform arrives at the check-in station. She 
announces in a very polite, and rational manner 
that the fight is now boarding, directs 
passengers to line up and present their tickets to 
the other flight attendant for boarding. They 
smile. Present their tickets and get checked off. 
Board the small business flight bound for 
Nanking. 

They sit somewhat isolated on the plane 
as empty seats are sporadic. The layout of the 
entire plane is a first-class style business flight. 
The seats are spacious and the amenities are 
plentiful. The two hour flight from Manila to 
Nanking is restful for the two missionaries, as 
they nap through most of it. 
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They land at Sun Yat-Sen Nanking 
International Airport in the early morning 
hours. Upon disembarking from the flight, they 
are greeted by two officials (who flew aboard 
the flight with them along with the two 
emissaries at the airport). The four Filipino 
officials are there to escort their friends to the 
embassy to debrief them before their official 
visit with their Chinese colleagues. 

The sun is not even up, as they travel 
crossed Xuanmu District and down Embassy 
Row to the Philippines Embassy. There they 
meet with Ambassador Hector Mendoza in his 
office where they are briefed on their 
assignment. "Welcome back to your home 
country, gentlemen," he announces jubilantly to 
his allies. "We've been expecting you!" They 
have a seat in front of his desk to discuss the 
details of their assignment. "You all will meet 
with your friends, the general and his 
colleagues. They will take you to the armory 
where they will give you the weapons and cases 
along with a storage stick of the weapons 
systems requested. You all will hand them the 
official forms for their records. Then you will 
report back here at your earliest convenience to 
drop off what they had given you. We will hold 
onto the items until your visit here is 
completed." Tea is served, as he briefs them. 

"Enjoy your visit, gentlemen!" 
Afterwards, they all get up from their seats. 
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shake hands, and the gentlemen missionaries 
are dismissed. The same four officials met them 
outside the ambassador's office. They are then 
taken by a secured van to a nearby hotel where 
they are checked in and are given an hour to go 
up to their suite, unpack, and meet with them 
down in the lobby. 

They got to their room where they 
unpack, freshen up, and put on their old CNRA 
clergy uniforms to meet their colleagues and 
their brother in Christ, the general. They return 
to their colleagues in the lobby in their uniforms. 
They are revered by the hotel staff, recognizing 
the honor and respect due to the uniforms. Their 
four escorts are impressed as well by the 
uniforms. 

They travel downtown into the 
Jiangning District where they stop at a local 
restaurant for breakfast of eggs, noodles, and 
tea. The four officials: Lt. Col. Parrocha, Major 
Alchonis, Mr. Solano, and Mr. Regacho. The two 
military officers are with the AFP. They are 
attaches of the National Defense while the other 
two officials are attaches of the Foreign Ministry. 

"We can't be present at your meeting," 
Lt. Col. Parrocha relays. "But we will be 
standing by in the van when you need our 
assistance." They get to know one another and 
enjoy each other's company before having to 
head out for the impending meeting. They travel 
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by van five miles south into the district. The 
military complex is surrounded by a security 
parameter of chain-linked, razor-wired, 
electrified fencing, flanked by a tank squad, 
heavy machine gun mounted humvee jeeps, and 
a sentry detail of two platoons. 

The van pulls into a private driveway, a 
boulevard of four lanes lined by barricades that 
leads into the first checkpoint just before the 
parking area of the complex. They drive up to 
the first checkpoint station. It is buttressed by 
sandbags surrounded by the first rung of chain- 
link fencing, lining the perimeter of the entire 
complex. 

They present their identifications to the 
sentry. The lieutenant colonel also presents an 
official invitation from General Taizung to meet 
with them at the complex. The sentries check 
their identifications and invitation through their 
secure computer system and everything checks 
out. They are permitted entry to a thoroughfare 
area. They drive down another wide driveway, 
shorter and flanked with concrete barricades 
and electrified chain-link, razor-wire fencing. 
They arrive at a second checkpoint where 
double-wide, chain-linked gates are slid open 
simultaneously, allowing them further entry 
into the parking lot. 

As they pull into the parking area, a 
heavy machine gun mounted humvee jeep pulls 
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alongside the driver's side of their van. The 
major has his window rolled down; a sergeant at 
the wheel directs them to where the armory is 
located on the base. They thank the noncom and 
drive down another driveway lined with 
barricades. Further down another lane lined 
with installations is an interior parking area at 
the end of the lane. There a large series of 
storage facilities, hangers, and bunkers are 
situated. 

As they pull into the large wide parking 
area, dozens of NR Type-25 130mm main battle 
tanks are parked out in front of the armory. 

They park in an empty space between the tanks 
out in front of the main entrance to the armory. 

It is 10 minutes till 10am; they sit and wait 
patiently. While they wait, the major looks back 
at the two missionaries and say, "If you need 
us?" He holds out his hand for Mark's phone, he 
hands it to him and the major takes the phone. 
He quickly programs their contact number and 
identifier name, "Call us!" He then hands the 
phone back to him. 

At exactly 1000 hours. General Taizung, 
the armory superintendent, and two of their 
aides, a major and a captain emerge from the 
main entrance. "It's show time," Mr. Solano 
utters, as he looks back at the two missionaries. 
"We'll wait here," Major Alchonis instructs, as 
they exit the van. They go up to the officers at 
the main entrance. 
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"Greetings, my dear friends," the general 
happily greets, as he shakes their hands and 
gives them each a hug. They all speak in 
Chinese, as they introduce themselves to one 
another. "Ah! This is Colonel Huang, 
superintendent of the Nationalist Republican 
Armory; his aide. Captain Chen; and my aide. 
Major Chung." James then informs respectfully, 
"Dear general, our friends are waiting. They 
wish to secure the items and be on the way back 
to the embassy." The general seems pleased, 

"Ah, yes! Colonel," he looks to the 
superintendent who directs his aide, "Bring 
forth the procurements." 

James hands Colonel Huang the official 
request order. The superintendent then calls on 
his mobile phone for a cargo van to be brought 
forth. A minute goes by and a large rectangular 
cargo van pulls around from behind the line of 
tanks. It parks out in front of the rear of the 
passenger van. Only the embassy attaches, Mr. 
Solano and Mr. Regacho step out to assist in the 
loading of the procurements. 

Both sets of van doors are open, as cases 
of side arms, support weapons, infantry rifles, 
and sample ammunition are unloaded from the 
cargo van and loaded into the passenger van. 
Finally the storage drive with the blueprints and 
schematics of the higher grade weapons systems 
are given to Mr. Regacho for safekeeping. 
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The general and his missionary friends 
watch from the main entrance as the entire 
transaction takes place. "Well, that should do it 
for your friends," the general says satisfactory. 
The embassy attaches shut the van doors 
securely and give an informal salute to their 
colleagues. They then back out and head on 
back to the embassy with their goods. 

"We have a lot of catching up to do," the 
general fondly remarks. He puts his hands over 
the shoulders of his two close colleagues, and 
escorts them into the armory for a tour. The 
missionary men are impressed by the advanced 
weapons systems and aerial drones under 
development. The general goes on to explain 
that a lot of what they requested in regards to 
the Russian and old Chinese type weapons are 
actually modified National Republican types 
they had developed within the last three years. 

Two hours later, they break for lunch at 
a local eatery a few miles from the base. There 
the general freely remarks on the state of the 
country as a whole: "The new China is so much 
better than the old one. People are happier now! 
I feel free! Men are staying home now instead of 
abroad and having more children. They are 
going outside to the countryside to homestead, 
building farms, planting gardens, and raising 
large families. Whole communities are building 
their own town churches and worshiping freely 
without government interference. I just went to 
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a community Bible church last Sunday in Qixia. 
It was wonderful, the choir is singing Gospel 
songs, and the preacher is preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Newcomers are won to Christ 
and are discipled. I tell you it's so much better 
for China, a new day indeed," he cheerfully 
remarks. 

James and Mark are excited to hear the 
good news. "I'll take you all to that very church 
tomorrow morning! Let you experience it for 
yourselves." They are elated! They then finish 
their meal. 

During the afternoon, they spend 
touring the city, the new Nanking, especially the 
Xuanwu District. They especially take in the Sun 
Yat-sen Mausoleum, as they pay their respects 
to the founding father. They also walk the 
campus of a newly opened Chinese seminary 
and Bible university right in the heart of the 
district. Later on, they return to their suite 
where they shower and go to sleep. 

In the morning, they get up and join the 
general along with his aide for breakfast at the 
hotel's banquet hall, a new eloquent experience. 
After breakfast, the four men go in the general's 
car to the very church the general mentioned to 
them the other day. They travel into Qixia amid 
very light Sunday morning traffic. They enter 
into the parking lot of a modern traditional 
looking church named, "The Church of the 
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Firstborn," a community Bible church of born 
again Christians. 

They go in plain formal Sunday best. 
The choir of men, women, and children singing 
in robes and sashes of silk and linen, "Power in 
the Blood!" They take their places in a pew next 
to other churchgoers. They all sing with either 
hands folded or hands waved in the air. The 
four Christian men sing along and praise freely 
along with the other churchgoers. 

After several praise and worship. 
Gospel, hymns, and Christian songs sung by the 
choir. Holy Spirit is moving among the 
congregation with love and adoration for the 
Lord. The pastor, Wang Yu, steps over from 
where his associate pastors are seated. They are 
praising the Lord, as the pastor praises, all the 
way to the pulpit. 

"Go West! Good Christian soldiers!" The 
pastor excitingly announces to the congregation. 
"Praise the Lord! Brothers and sisters: we are 
blessed in this season! In this day and age, we 
are free to worship and praise our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! We are also free to share the 
Gospel to our neighbors and our neighbors' 
neighbors, and our neighbors beyond our 
borders and to the west of Asia, and the 
strongholds of the Tibetans, Hindus, the 
Buddhist, Muslims, and the tribal people. We 
are able to go far and wide in to the heartland of 
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Asia, in the Muslim world, and in to the nations 
of sub-Saharan Africa. We win souls, disciple 
new converts, and plant churches until we bring 
in the full number of Gentiles into the Kingdom, 
and bring the Great Commission all way back to 
Jerusalem! We're recruiting workers for the 
great harvest! Just as Jesus said, the harvest is 
great but the workers are few, pray to the Lord 
of the harvest for more workers! Let us pray: Oh 
Lord! Lord of the harvest, we pray for those of 
us here this morning to gladly and cheerfully 
enlist in your harvest army as workers to go 
forth into the hinterlands, surrounding China! 

To preach the Gospel, win souls, make disciples, 
and baptize them as well as planting churches in 
the name of the Lord: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit!" 

The congregation gets to their feet! They 
applaud from their prayer. They praise and 
worship the Lord. "Now," General Taizung 
announces to his compatriots at the conclusion 
of the pastor's benediction. "We go and do as the 
Lord said! We go and make some disciples." The 
missionary men thought he was kidding. 
However, they knew sooner were outside the 
church, that they went about half a block pass a 
nearby park. There they come across three 
young men. The four Christian men engage the 
three others with conviction. The general 
witnesses to the men about Christ, preaches to 
them personally about Christ and Him crucified! 
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They listen to him. He invites them to pray with 
them to invite Christ to save them from their 
shame, their sins. 

They pray with the general to invite 
Christ to save them and be born again. They 
invite their three new friends to have lunch with 
them. The general regales the three friends with 
stories of Jesus and Nathaniel; Stephen in Acts; 
and Timothy in Paul's epistles to him. Such talk 
influences the newly born-again Christian men 
to adopt these Christian names. They take the 
Bible names of "Timothy," "Stephen," and 
"Nathaniel." 

"When you become bom again in 
China," the general relays. "You take a Christian 
name." Mark rather curious; he inquires of the 
general. "General, what is your Christian name?" 
The general smiles and replies "Hezekiah!" The 
missionary men are intrigued as James has to 
ask, "Why Hezekiah, general?" 

The general takes a sip of his tea and 
casually explains, "Because he was a righteous 
king who asked in faith for 15 more years to live 
and God Almighty granted him those years." 

The men all smile delightfully. They take 
another round of tea before leaving the 
restaurant. They give their three friends the 
general's card with the contact and meeting 
information of the church on it. 
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Monday morning, the missionary men 
report to the Philippine Embassy with the 
emissary escorts. Cargo vans are brought 
around into the compound parking lot, parked 
at a loading dock for them to board and head to 
the airport. The ambassador debriefs his 
emissaries before they go in the van. They travel 
to the airport with an undercover military escort 
trailing in front and behind. They are escorted 
into the airport and out behind a private hangar 
to a tarmac with a small private cargo aircraft 
parked and ready for them. 

They pull alongside a luggage conveyor 
belt truck where the six of them get out from the 
van, open the slide door and back doors. They 
load the cases onto a moving belt that takes 
them up the conveyor to a small crew of cargo 
attendants to load the cases in to the cargo hold. 

They are all set! They have been cleared 
through customs and immigration by General 
"King Hezekiah" Taizung. They board the cargo 
aircraft, taxi out and are cleared for takeoff, and 
fly out for Manila. Over an hour later, flying 
southwest they land on a private airstrip 
adjacent to the airport. They taxi in on the 
tarmac where they are met by Oscar and 
Rosalind and an AFP cargo van. Two AFP 
noncoms, a sergeant and a corporal exit the van, 
ready themselves at the conveyor belt and pick 
up the cases being unloaded from the cargo 
hold. They meet with Oscar and Rosalind there 
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on the tarmac as two government-issued cars 
pull around alongside them. James and Mark 
along with Oscar and Rosalind get into the two 
back seats, facing one another. The lieutenant 
colonel and the major along with their 
emissaries get into the back seats of the second 
car. The two cars then go out as a convoy from 
the airport and on to the Marcos Boulevard 
thoroughfare into Pasay traffic. 

"You all did great," Oscar exclaims, as 
Rosalind adds. "We really appreciate what you 
are doing for us!" James and Mark sit back and 
relax, as James replies, "Our pleasure! Just 
remember us for Pasay?" They are pleased; and 
Oscar replies, "We know! Just let us know what 
you need?" 

James has thought and prayed over this, 
so he knows what to ask, "We need an outdoor 
arena large enough to accommodate 100,000!" 
James does not hesitate but looks straight into 
the eyes of Oscar. Both Oscar and Rosalind are 
amazed by his request. Oscar then tells the 
driver, "Take us to Bay City!" 

As they slowly meander and maneuver 
through traffic. Oscar takes to his smart phone 
and calls the lead car and informs the lieutenant 
colonel. "Go ahead to National Defense. Tell 
your van drivers to follow you. We're taking a 
stop by Seaside. We'll rendezvous with you all 
in 90 minutes." They pull out onto the Manila- 
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Cavite Expressway on the other side of EDSA, 
and head towards Seaside Boulevard. 

The officers in the second car affirm his 
orders while the second car with the missionary 
men goes in the opposite direction on the 
expressway. They go on to Bay City, down 
Seaside Boulevard and into a large complex 
block with parked cars filling both blocks of the 
mall. 

"These are the concert grounds," Oscar 
says, as they look out over the vast parking area. 
"Both blocks can accommodate approximately 
110,000 people." They are impressed by what 
they can envision; and Mark adds, "We will 
need a sound system, stage, concert speakers, 
and microphones." Oscar replies, "You got it! I 
have friends that can provide these things." 
James then adds, "We will need promotion. We 
need to get the word out." Oscar also replies, 
"You got that too. Just give us the date of when 
you plan to do this and we'll book it?" What 
occurs to James in his spirit; and he then 
declares, "The Saturday evening of Palm Sunday 
between 3 and 9pm." Mark then anticipates, "We 
will need stage and floodlights for when it turns 
night." Oscar agrees; and they drive off for 
National Defense in Quezon City. 

Wednesday evening comes and the 
missionary couples along with Juanita and her 
son go to rehearsal at the rehearsal hall in 
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Malate. Before they had even rehearsed for this 
week, they sent their worship and music teams 
three songs from the Family Worship Center 
songbook, so as to have the lyrics and music to 
study beforehand: "Holy Ground"; "At the 
Cross"; and "Blessed Be the Rock." 

James gets up and announces to them 
that in four weeks they will have the revival 
concert in Pasay. "We are booked for the concert 
grounds outside the mall in Bay City." Mark 
then adds, "What we need is promotion of this 
revival concert: concert posters, social media 
ads, boosts, posts, word-of-mouth! Anything 
that you can think of to get the word out about 
this free revival concert! All are welcomed: men, 
women, children, whole families!" 

Pastor Samuel speaks up and says, "We 
can use our church website to promote our 
social media pages." Pastor John posits, "We can 
coordinate buses, jeepneys, and tricycles to take 
the poor and homeless from their places along 
the rivers and underpasses!" Pastor Danny then 
suggests, "We can supply snacks and drinks for 
them on their way there?" They take in all their 
suggestions and consider them as James says, 
"We will consider all what you suggest and see 
what our patrons will be able to do." Mark then 
adds, "We may want to consider giving out 
Bibles or New Testaments in Tagalog to as many 
people as we can get copies." They rehearse their 
songs for the evening and conclude with prayer. 
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Before the missionary men are set to 
leave for the next junket, the venue had been 
booked. They meet with the lieutenant colonel, 
major, and two different emissaries at the 
airport. This time they show up in their Korean 
Republican clergy uniforms with their carry-ons 
and shake hands with one another. They 
proceed to check-in, and through immigration 
by simply being ushered through alternate lines 
into the boarding area for their flight. They 
board a small business flight enroute for Seoul. 
They sit in spacious quarters with first-class 
amenities, taxi out, and take off in a matter of 20 
minutes. 

The midmorning flight goes off 
smoothly as they fly northwest from Manila 
towards the Korean Peninsula. A little over two 
hours later, they land at the Incheon 
International Airport in the Seoul Capital Area. 
The six men are ushered through immigration to 
a special lobby area. There they meet with 
Generals Tai Won Kun and Yoon Chan along 
with two of their aides: a major and a captain. 

"Brothers," General Tai gladly welcomes 
in his two former compatriots, embracing and 
shaking their hands. They salute General Chan 
and shake his hand as well. James introduces 
both generals to his Philippine compatriots. The 
Philippine officers salute and shake the generals' 
hands. The emissaries simply shake both 
generals' hands. "Gentlemen," General Chan 
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announces. "We have your rooms reserved at 
the hotel. We will take you on over where you 
can check-in." 

The missionary men and the Philippine 
officers oblige, but the emissaries insist they will 
stay at the embassy. They go out of the airport to 
a private pickup area where two cars are 
waiting for them. The two emissaries and the 
generals' aides are directed to go in the first car. 
The driver is then directed to take them directly 
to the Philippine Embassy in Seoul Special City. 
While in the second car with the missionary 
men, they go on into Incheon. 

"We will drop you all at the hotel where 
we will wait for you to check-in and settle in 
your rooms," General Tai says. "We will then go 
over to Hwarangdae where the No won Armory 
Base is located." 

The gentlemen are impressed. General 
Chan adds, "The rest of your party will meet 
with us over at the armory for pickup of your 
procurements." They drive up to the entrance to 
the hotel. What they instantly notice about their 
surroundings and of Seoul in general is that 
everything is clean and orderly, neat and 
pressed from the streets and buildings down to 
the curbs and street comers. The sights, the 
signs, everything is neat and orderly! Moreover, 
the architecture is very modern and ornate in 
some cases. 
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The men all go into the hotel lobby 
while the driver parks the car. They check-in. 
The generals escort them up to their rooms in 
which bellhops haul their carry-ons with them. 
The two suites are adjacent, nice, and posh for 
them. The men quickly unpack in military 
fashion and present themselves to the generals 
in short order. The matter of getting down to 
business awaits them. 

They travel across districts to Nowon. 
There they enter the campus via a well-guarded 
gate and checkpoint at Gongreang2-dong, and 
onto the campus of the Korean Military 
Academy. They drive across the beautiful and 
lush campus of ornate buildings, barracks, 
compounds, and installations, seeing cadets 
marching in formation. They are led by a 
military police escort to another well-guarded 
gate and checkpoint in the rear of the campus. 

They are permitted entry. They then 
drive across the base campus, pass more ornate 
buildings, barracks, compounds, and 
installations, on pass a row of KA-A1, K2 MBT's, 
K9 mobile howitzers, and K10 armored 
munitions carriers to the main entrance of the 
armory. 

There off to the side, they pull into a 
parking lot with a row of KM131 jeeps parked in 
the rear of the lot. They park in front of a high, 
chain-link fence with electrified razor wiring. 
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running atop it. They all get out of the vehicle 
and enter the armory pass an internal guard 
station, on pass security officers, and into a 
display room where all sorts of weapons they 
had requested are laid out from smallest to 
largest in terms of requested copies. The four 
men are in awe of the display! The two generals 
sit back and let their compatriots have a look-see 
at what they are to receive. In behind the display 
are a handful of high-ranking officer cadets, 
standing at attention, and waiting for the 
opportunity to address any questions the men 
may have of what is shown to them. 

Mark goes and picks up one of the rifles 
and handles it, curiously examining how it is 
constructed. James then follows and picks up 
one of the side arms, examining its features. The 
lieutenant colonel and the major admire the 
mortar system as well as the modified K-type 
LAW and TOW. 

"Is this an AR10?" Mark asks of the 
cadet major in Korean. "Yes sir," he replies. "It's 
a K-modified reverse engineered from the 
American-variant, full-auto rifle with semi-and 
three-burst option, using the .308 military grade 
cartridge." James then asks about the pistol in 
his hand to which a cadet captain replies. "Sir, 
that is a K-modified reversed engineered from 
the Israeli model, 941F Tactical 9 mm." All four 
are enamored by the K-12 general machine gun 
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modified to use both 7.62 NATO surplus and 
the .308M. 

The generals step forward and order the 
cadets to pack-up the weapons and the 
armaments in their respective areas. They ready 
them for being loaded in the waiting van in the 
rear of the armory. The cadet major presents to 
the lieutenant colonel the storage device, 
containing the blueprints and schematics of the 
requested weapons systems, in a secured 
capsule to him. He stows it in his inside 
zippered pocket. 

They all proceed outside where they 
meet with their colleagues, the two emissaries, 
where they have some light banter before the 
van pulls around to where the cars are parked. 
One of the emissaries gets in the van with the 
driver. The lieutenant colonel and the major get 
in the other car with the other emissary; and 
they go en route to the Philippine Embassy. 

"When was the last time you had good 
Korean cuisine?" General Tai asks. They reply, 
"It's been a while!" General Chan then replies, 
"Well then, we know a nice place for lunch!" 
They go to a Korean bistro. Over braised short 
ribs, stir-fried mixed vegetables, fried rice, and 
kimchee, they discuss old times when they 
served together in the former North Korea. 
"What church do you go to?" Mark adds. 

General Chan speaks up and says, "I go to the 
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Cathedral in Incheon." General Tai also replies, 

"I go to the Full Gospel in Yeouido." 

James and Mark are interested in this 
Full Gospel. "Full Gospel?" James asks. "It is a 
Pentecostal fellowship where the whole counsel 
of God's Word is considered in the preaching, 
witnessing, and serving of our Lord." Mark 
adds, "I think we would like to fellowship with 
you there?" James agrees, "Yes, that sounds 
good!" 

Mark then asks General Chan, "General 
would you like to join us tomorrow morning?" 
The general pauses for a moment and replies, 
"Okay, because you all have decided on General 
Tai's church; I'll go with you." They settle on the 
arrangements of when and where to meet in the 
lobby of the hotel in the morning. After lunch, 
their guests are taken back to their hotel where 
they can shower and rest, before going to sleep 
after a bit of jetlag. 

In the morning, they awake, freshen up, 
and order in breakfast. A knock at the door 
comes, and James gets up to answer it. They are 
the lieutenant colonel and major. They are there 
checking in on them. "Where are you all off to 
this morning?" the lieutenant colonel asks. They 
are invited in to join them for breakfast. They 
inform their hosts that they are going to church 
with Generals Tai and Chan in Yeouido. "On the 
Seoul Island?" the major inquires. They answer 
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in the affirmative; and they invite them to go 
with them. They agree out of courtesy. After 
they finish, the four of them go down to the 
lobby and meet with the generals in the lobby. 

"Ah! We have more friends going with 
this," General Tai delights. They go out to the 
car in which General Tai takes the wheel. They 
drive along the expressway to Yeouido Island. 
They arrive at the church which is packed with 
churchgoers; and six of them go in to a live, 
vibrant, and uplifting scene of worshipers, 
praising the Lord in song and dance. The choir 
is clapping their hands and swaying to the 
rhythm of the praise and worship music. Most 
of the churchgoers are singing along to, "Bless 
the Lord, Oh My Soul." 

The congregation and the choir are in 
like some kind of awe. As they sing, with their 
voices and hands, they are in some kind of 
rapture. James and Mark sense the moving and 
indwelling of Holy Spirit among those 
worshiping the Lord. But, they also sense a 
discerning of spirits with the leadership. What 
they sense is something disparaging. 

"How does Holy Spirit mingle among 
the spirits of the flesh?" Mark waxes 
prophetically. James responds rather quietly to 
his brother, "Yes, just as he was among Peter 
and John, but not among Simon the sorcerer." 
They knew what each other meant; trust Holy 
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Spirit but not the religious leadership of the 
church. 

They embrace the infilling of Holy Spirit 
in their worship of the Lord and invite Him to 
fill them again as does General Tai. Their other 
guests went along with the motions but their 
hearts were not in opening themselves up to the 
Spirit. The pastor comes forward after much 
jubilation and praise for the Lord. He gives a 
feel-good message about if they give of the 
riches to the coffers of the church that they will 
be rewarded with great wealth. A message that 
tickles the ears of the congregants! As the plates 
are passed around, even the officers give, but 
James and Mark simply pass the plate on by 
them. 

General Tai notices this but does not let 
it bother him. Rather, he lets it go. Afterwards, 
he takes them out again on the island for lunch 
before driving them back to their hotel. "We will 
see you off tomorrow morning," General Tai 
says, as he drops him off at the hotel. The 
officers and their gentlemen adjourn to their 
suites. 

While on their way up to their suites, 
the officers have all sorts of questions about the 
church service: why they sing the way they sing; 
why they raise their hands and dance in their 
worship? And they ask even more pressing 
questions about why do they ask for money and 
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promise that the giver will be made rich for it? 
All these questions because they had been quite 
disturbed from what they had seen, heard, and 
experienced. 

James and Mark hearing all these 
questions finally invite their officer friends in for 
some tea and to discuss their concerns. So, they 
adjourn to their suite and sit around in the living 
room. A steaming hot pot of freshly brewed tea 
is served along with teacups, being served each 
one. Mark does the honor of pouring each one 
their tea. James then proceeds to answer their 
questions one by one. 

"It's not like we don't have churches like 
that in the Philippines, but there is a lot more 
carrying-on there than I've seen in such 
churches." James and Mark take sips of their tea; 
and James replies, "Well, the 'carrying-on' has a 
place in the freedom and joy that the worshipers 
of God have had in the Psalms." Mark then 
adds, "When it comes to how we worship and 
praise the Lord, there is a prescribed order that 
Paul outlines in his epistles. But there are those 
gentlemen who take to the pulpits and use the 
name of the Lord for their own profit. They are 
as Judas, who betrayed Christ for 30 pieces of 
silver; and they are as Simon the sorcerer, who 
wanted to bribe the Apostle Peter for the power 
of Holy Spirit to use for his own gain. They are 
as wolves in sheep's clothing; and they are as the 
Apostle Jude warned us, about false Christians. 
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We who have a discerning of spirits can tell 
them by their fruits for their works of the flesh 
manifest themselves through them. We have 
wisdom for the asking of the Lord and Holy 
Spirit to guide us into all truth!" 

The officers are impressed, so they 
inquire further, "How do we have this wisdom? 
How do we have the Holy Spirit?" Mark replies, 
"Well, you got to be in the position to be able to 
ask of God for wisdom as well as to be baptized 
in Holy Spirit as often as needed." James then 
posits, "In other words, you must be bom 
again!" The officers are intrigued; and the 
lieutenant colonel asks, "How do we become 
bom again?" Mark then replies, "We remember 
Cornelius, a Roman officer, who in the Book of 
Acts, the Apostle Peter appealed to pray with 
him and call on the Lord Jesus Christ to be 
saved. Cornelius is much like you both, he was a 
God-fearing man who fasted and prayed. He 
listened to the Apostle Peter preach about Jesus 
Christ and became born again under his 
preaching. So pray with us, as Jesus proclaimed 
to us, to let Him in and hear His voice. To invite 
Him in; we must pray and invite Him in to 
forgive us of our sins, be made bom-again, and 
be filled with His Holy Spirit." 

They all pray together! Those God¬ 
fearing officers invite Christ in to make them 
bom-again. Holy Spirit fills them! So, they 


104 



praise unto the Lord in tongues of Chinese that 
are understood by their brothers. 

The next day, Monday morning, the six 
men take with them their procurements in a 
cargo van from the embassy to the airport. The 
generals go with the two missionary men in a 
private car to the airport. They are followed by a 
cargo van filled with their armaments as well as 
a covert military escort. 

"God bless, my brothers," General Tai 
says, as he embraces his brother, and says 
"Goodbye!" The emissaries and a loading crew 
unload the van. They then load the cargo hold of 
the aircraft parked on a private tarmac adjacent 
to the main airport. The six men take to the 
mobile stairwell up into the aircraft. They wave 
to the generals and compatriots on the ground, 
saluting them. 

In a matter of an hour, they are in the air 
and enroute back to Manila. There as before, 
Oscar and Rosalind along with Jose and Joy; 
they are all there waiting for them as the flight 
lands on a private tarmac near the airport. They 
applaud cheerfully, as the six men disembark 
from the small cargo plane. Oscar and Jose are 
again impressed! They inspect the weapons 
being unloaded from the plane and being 
loaded into the cargo van parked there. 

"Congratulations!" Jose gratefully 
shakes their hands. James hands him the storage 
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capsule of the more sophisticated weapons 
systems (the lieutenant colonel had handed 
James the capsule just before they boarded the 
flight). After they are cleared through 
immigration, they are then accompanied by Joy. 
Later on, they are met by their adorning wives; 
as well as Juanita and her son. 
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Revival in Manila 

Wednesday evening came for the first 
official rehearsal of their impending revival 
service in four weeks' time. In preparation for 
the service, they go over the songs they plan to 
perform during the service. This time Pastors 
John and Danny are present with their singers 
and musicians. Pastor Sam is absent. They 
rehearse each song in no particular order. They 
just get the rhythm and vibe right as well as 
being blessed by Holy Spirit. 

They arrange for a dozen songs to 
perform: six are from Family Worship Center 
and the other six are from Hillsong and 
Planetshakers: "Let Your Living Waters Flow"; 
"Holy Ground"; "At The Cross"; "Blessed Be the 
Rock"; "Bless the Lord, Oh! My Soul (10,000 
Reasons)"; "Jesus Dropped the Charges"; "This Is 
the Day (The Day When Life Begins)"; "This Is 
Amazing Grace"; "One Thing Remains "/"Your 
Love Never Fails"; "Beulah Land"; "Eastern 
Gate"; and "You are Holy (Prince of Peace)". 

Pastor Danny introduces a young lady 
named Erissah as a soloist, who plays guitar. 

She debuts for the missionaries, playing her 
acoustic guitar, and singing powerfully, "This Is 
Amazing Grace." She does a wonderful job, 
singing and playing the song in a single take 
(having practiced it several times). They 
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applaud gladly, as she finishes and bows before 
them. Then Pastor John presents his lead 
guitarist, Karlo, who beautifully and soulfully 
performs, "Bless the Lord Oh! My Soul." They all 
then join in, singing along with him mid-course. 

They really get into the singing, the 
playing of the instruments, the cymbals, the 
drums, the bass, the guitars, the keyboards, and 
the B3 organ riffs on "Jesus Dropped the 
Charges"! They end up having a good time of 
fellowship with the rehearsal of the songs. Even 
Deborah and Phoebe perform solos and sing 
very well. Phoebe sings on "Holy Ground"; and 
Deborah sings on "Blessed Be the Rock." 
Moreover, an even greater surprise is Juanita, 
who they try out on a solo of "Holy, Holy, 

Holy." She ends up being accompanied by 
Sharon and Stella, her two girlfriends from the 
mission. They end up harmonizing well together 
as a trio. 

In the time between rehearsals, the 
mission teams of James, Mark, as well as their 
pastors; they have their music and worship 
teams: design, and publish online, and in-print 
for plastering concert posters all over Manila. 
They post them across the main boulevards and 
along the expressways. The missionary ladies 
along with the trio take to social media, 
publishing online promotions of their upcoming 
revival concert. They also work with leaders in 
both the music and worship teams to produce 
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interviews about the concert. They publish all of 
these online via social media as well. Moreover, 
this is the composition of both the worship and 
music teams: 

WORSHIP TEAM MUSIC TEAM 


Solo 

artist(s) 


Trio 


Erissah, 

Johanne, 

Dianne 

Juanita, 
Sharon, 
and Stella 


Drums 


Bass 


Sederick 


Chris 


Singers 

Sopranos 

Julie, 

Mars, 

Mica, 

Danica 

Guitar 

Lead 

Karlo 

Tenors 

Baritones 

Bass 

Omsut, 

Rhythm 

Lito 

Clarence, 

Leo 

Loid, Troy 

Jino 

Christina 

Strings 

Louie 

Choir 


Carolyn 

Violin 

Cece 
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Rose 

Regina 

Allyn 

Ruby Lyn 

Lezlie 

Connie 

Camille 

Trixie 

Nielah 


Keyboards 

Organ 

Piano 

Horn 

section 

Trumpets 

Trombone 

Saxophone 


Carol 

Ellen 

Kenneth, 

Darwin 

Joe 

Mel 


The missionaries' connections with 
Rosalind and Joy help in getting them 
interviews on news outlets and televised 
commercials for the details of their revival 
concert. The word is certainly getting out and 
word-of-mouth is getting around all of Manila 
throughout the island nation both north and 
south. 

At the following rehearsal. Pastor Sam is 
there to break down a proposed itinerary of the 
event. "Here's what I have in mind," he says, as 
he puts on a slide presentation for how the event 
should unfold and transition from start to finish. 
Each slide outlines step-by-step the progression: 

1. Worship leader starts off with a sing- 
along of thanksgiving 
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2. Soloist sing-along to set the theme and 
message of the revival concert 

3. A spiritual solo with singer 
accompaniment to encourage entry into 
praising and worshiping of Jesus Christ 

4. Another sing-along with full 
participation from the audience with 
singing, clapping of hands, dancing, 
praising, and worshiping the Lord 

5. Another solo to uplift praise unto the 
Lord: accompanied by Psalms, hymns, 
by choir and piano solo 

6. Testimony 

7. A sermon message from Scripture 

8. The Gospel message of salvation in 
Christ and Him crucified 

9. An invitation to call on Jesus Christ and 
pray to invite Him in to indwell and 
make bom again 

10. An invitation to receive Holy Spirit to 
fill and baptize those bom again 

11. A celebration of song, praise, and 
worship of Jesus Christ 

12. A performance of Christian songs: 
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melodies of thematic praise and 
worship, and Gospel songs 


They are impressed with this format 
and addendums. They study over his 
arrangement and begin agreeing on inserting 
certain Gospel songs, hymns, praise and 
worship, and Christian songs in the template. A 
six hour Christian concert and festival on the 
mall grounds between 3-and-9pm: the first hour 
is dedicated to festivities and performing of 
Christian songs, such as "Awesome God," 
"Easter Song," and "Starry Night"; the second 
hour is a lead into worship time with praise and 
thanksgiving with Gospel songs, praise and 
worship songs, such as: "Let's Have A Revival," 
"Welcome Holy Spirit"/"Let Your Living Waters 
Flow," "One Thing Remains"/"Your Love Never 
Fails"; and the third hour is dedicated of 
uplifting praise and worship with hymns, such 
as "Worthy is the Lamb" by the choir; "Holy, 
Holy, Holy" by the trio; and "There Is A River" 
again by the choir. Then the fourth hour is a 
time of testimony, a sermon message given on 
salvation in Jesus Christ, followed by the Gospel 
message on how to be saved in Christ and Him 
crucified. Then the fifth hour is a time for an 
invitation to come forward and pray to invite 
Christ in and to make bom again as well as to 
invite Holy Spirit in to be filled and baptized. 
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Finally, the final sixth hour is dedicated to 
celebration in song, praise and worship, as well 
as more Christian songs. 

They all settle on the arrangement. They 
also decide that their next and final rehearsal 
will be six hours long in length. They will go 
through the entire event, integrating both the 
arrangements and the songs. They look to James 
for the sermon and the Gospel message. James 
announces that he will prepare for both in the 
coming week, and have them ready by final 
rehearsal, next Wednesday. James takes to 
fasting and praying before the Lord, keeping 
himself secluded in a private room within the 
suite. Moreover, Mark is assigned to work with 
the pastors to secure the audio and video 
equipment. They also request a sound system, 
staging platforms, as well as the lights, and the 
canopies. 

Wednesday morning arrives and James 
emerges from his seclusion, having communed 
with the Lord with a message, a sermon, and a 
Gospel message from the Lord for the people of 
Manila. They all go for the last rehearsal where 
James outlines what he plans to address. They 
all seem pleased, not knowing the details, but 
getting the gist of his overall sermon and Gospel 
message for the people. 

Early Saturday morning arrives at 4am 
(the day before Palm Sunday). They all get up 
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early and ready themselves. They meet with the 
pastors and their ministry teams for breakfast at 
Jollibee before heading out to set up on the mall 
grounds. They arrive at the mall grounds and 
their ministry vans and buses full of their 
equipment. The two large mall blocks are bare 
and ready for their setup. The weather is muggy 
and humid as the hazy sun is just peeking over 
the eastern horizon. 

Deborah and Phoebe sit in their lawn 
chairs with their parasols over them. They watch 
as the teams unload their cases of musical 
instruments and sound equipment from the 
vans and buses. Just as they are doing so, trucks 
with staging platforms arrive where they are to 
set the stage up in front of the mall. Crews get to 
work on unloading the stage platforms, piecing 
and locking them together on their legs. They 
install the staging, the steps, as well as the 
mounts and canopies over a large stage 
platform. The stage lights and the wiring are all 
installed on the rails and mounts of the stage 
platform. All the electrical power is hooked into 
the circuit breaker for the mall grounds. Then 
the sound systems are set up, hooked-in, and 
plugged-in to the mall breaker. 

The ministry teams take to the stage and 
set up their instruments, amplifiers, and 
microphones. It is already after 9am and flocks 
of curious onlookers are gathering around the 
peripheral areas of the mall grounds to see what 
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is happening. Just before noon, the music team 
does a sound check and so far everything 
sounds good. Deborah, Phoebe, Juanita, and 
their girlfriends go and bring lunch back for the 
crews and teams. 

After lunch, stage crews work behind 
the scenes as the music and worship teams take 
to the stage to do some practice. They look out 
at some onlookers gathering about, mostly 
young kids and teenagers playing on the grass 
and watching the stage. The two guitarists, the 
lead and the rhythm hook-up their axes along 
with the bass player. The drummer takes to his 
set and counts off with his drum sticks: 1-2-3-4; 
and begins breaking into a beat of "Open the 
Eyes of My Heart." 

The bassist starts strumming along with 
the rhythm guitarist playing some strings. The 
lead guitarist begins playing on certain chords. 
They play some lines before they break to allow 
for the vocalists to take their places to sing. The 
singers began harmonizing on the song; and the 
drummer counts off again. They all play in 
harmony this time, singing the lyrics and the 
chorus this time. They play some more lines 
before breaking again. Bottled water is served as 
the afternoon sun stirs in the hazy sky. The 
canopy shades the stage as everything is fully 
set up and ready to go. 
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Picnic-goers began to show up after 
2pm, spreading their beach blankets and 
pitching their parasols up over their towels. 

They spread out their picnic baskets with their 
kids running around. The band continues to 
practice, playing renditions of "Grace Like Rain" 
and "How Great Is Our God." As 3pm draws 
close just before the official start, buses of 
homeless people are brought in to be a part of 
the concert. 

The official start kicks off with "This Is 
the Day (The Day When Life Begins)" which 
starts off with a driving rhythm and beat before 
bursting into a heavy up-tempo raucous version. 
Dozens turn into hundreds. Within an hour 
more concertgoers turn into thousands. The 
worship leader comes forward and leads the 
worship team in singing the "Easter Song." They 
then transition from a concert of Christian songs 
into a time of praise and worship. Thousands 
are growing into tens of thousands. The crowds 
are led into singing, "Welcome Holy Spirit "/"Let 
Your Living Waters Flow." 

Most of the people are on their feet, 
waving their uplifted hands, and singing along 
to "Welcome Holy Spirit." A great calm and 
peace comes over those standing and singing. 
The trio of Juanita, Stella, and Sharon come 
forward and lead the crowds into singing, 

"Holy, Holy, Holy" to the praise and worship of 
the Lord. The waving and swaying of hands, the 
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moving of souls in the Spirit draws more and 
more forward. By the time Mark comes forward 
to give his testimony, the crowds of tens of 
thousands have since expanded to max out to 
almost 115,000. 

Mark then takes to the microphone. 
With gusto and candor, he begins to share how 
he came to Christ: "I remember as a young boy 
in my village, a small group of local evangelists 
came into our town and preached the Gospel to 
us. We laughed at them, and threw rotten 
vegetables at them. Then the local police came 
and arrested them. Put them on trial before a 
local people's tribunal. I watched along with my 
childhood friends, Samuel and Peter. We 
watched, looking at their faces all bloodied and 
bruised. They had been beaten badly! Dunce 
caps were placed on their heads. Signs, labeling 
them 'fools,' were hung around their necks. But 
in spite of the shame, they courageously told of 
Christ, forgiving His tormentors who beat Him 
and nailed Him to the cross. A great conviction 
came over me! We watched, as they were 
marched at gunpoint to a line of trees, 
overlooking a ditch. There they were faced 
forward, staring at their accusers. The firing 
squad of PSB police shot them at point-blank 
range. We quietly prayed for Jesus to forgive us 
of our sins; and to forgive those who shot those 
Christians. Later, we would meet secretly; we 
got a hold of the Bible. We studied the Gospels; 
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we then began preaching Christ in our 
community. We upset so many of our 
townspeople by inviting them to pray with us to 
receive Christ that they took a hold of us. They 
tied us to lumber polls, drove us out of town, 
and threw us into the very ditch where those 
Christian martyrs were executed. We managed 
to free ourselves from the polls. But, we no 
sooner got up from the ditch that a squad of PSB 
police was running from their squad cars to 
arrest us. We made with great haste into the 
hills where we miraculously escaped from our 
pursuers. We praise Christ because He delivered 
us from evil. Amen!" 

The crowds are moved by Mark's 
testimony as many more are drawn forward to 
worship. The choir and singers come forward 
and lead the crowds in singing unto the Lord, 
the "Revelation Song." As the awe and jubilation 
begins to wind down, James comes forward 
with his Bible to deliver the sermon: "Thank you 
one and all for coming out to this evening 
service! God is good —ALL the time! You are 
here this evening because the Lord drew you to 
this place! At this time! At this hour! We, my 
wife, my brother in Christ and his wife, we love 
the Philippines! We have been honored and 
privileged to have served in your country as far 
as missionaries and now as evangelists. We 
come to share with you all the Good News of 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified as the way of 
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salvation to God the Father. We know from your 
rich history that when the Spaniards came, they 
brought Catholicism with them. But, they failed 
to give you all the Bread of Life and the Living 
Water! And when the Americans came, they 
brought with them Protestantism. But, they 
failed to teach you how to be born again! What 
we offer you tonight is the unadulterated way of 
Christ in salvation of your souls to God, the 
Father. Jesus said in John 6:40 that this is the will 
of the Father that when we behold Jesus Christ, 
we find our salvation in Him! Jesus said there 
will be those who will come to Him on the Day 
of Judgment. To get away from Him! He said He 
does not know them because they did not do the 
will of the Father. This day! This hour! You will 
know the will of Father and where to find it in 
John's Gospel. Do not be as the five virgins who 
had no oil in their lamps in the day the Lord 
returned for His Bride. They had no oil because 
they were not filled with Holy Spirit! As Jesus 
said to Nicodemus, if you want to see the 
kingdom of God we must be born of water and 
of the Spirit: the water of your mother's womb 
but also again of Holy Spirit. So, how do you 
become born again? You call on the Lord Jesus 
Christ to save you! So as the repentant thief did 
on the cross next to Christ. He too called on the 
Lord. As He too was on the cross: To remember 
him when Jesus came into His kingdom. Jesus 
said to him, this day, he will be with Him in 
Paradise! And that very hour, that man was 
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justified before the Lord! And indeed that very 
hour, that man died, and when Jesus gave up 
His life on the cross, that man was with Jesus in 
Abraham's bosom! But now, they are both in 
God's kingdom! Jesus said that He is the Bread 
of Life and even eat of His flesh! He was not 
speaking of literally His skin or any sort of 
transubstantiation, but of His Word! Peter said 
to Jesus that when the 5,000 had deserted Him, 
where will we go? You have the Words of Life — 
that is the Bread of Life, which is God's Word, 
the Scriptures, the Bible—that is what we must 
eat—His flesh is His Word! And tonight after we 
conclude the invitation; we will provide for 
those in need free Bibles while supplies last!" 

The crowds applaud, cheer, and clap 
loudly in appreciation of the offer. James 
continues, "Jesus spoke of the Living Water, 

Who is the Holy Spirit! When Jesus was 
glorified was when He was resurrection from 
the dead by the power of Holy Father! When He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and on 
the day of Pentecost, those waiting on the Lord 
were empowered from on high and baptized in 
the baptism of Holy Spirit! How their hearts, 
flowed with rivers of Living Water, the speaking 
in tongues, as the Spirit gave them the 
utterance!" 

The crowds near and even afar begin to 
cheer and applaud once again, as James gives 
the invitation: "The choice is clear and the 
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consequences are great or grave! Jesus said, 'I 
am the way, the truth, and the life, no one goes 
to the Father except through me'! Today, right 
now, is the time for salvation in Christ! Do not 
harden your hearts! It is either come to Christ, 
all who are burdened, listen and be forgiven, 
and made reconciled to God the Father, or fall in 
to the hands of the living God, Who can destroy 
both body and soul in hell! Do not fear me but 
fear the Lord! If that is you this day, then come 
forward all of you! Pray with me and invite the 
Lord in to forgive you of your trespasses! Be 
made born again from on high!" 

As he finishes uttering those words, 
scores of people come forward to the stage. The 
choir on cue begins to sing, "There's Room at the 
Cross for You." As the song continues in a 
harmonious refrain, hundreds and even 
thousands come forward towards the stage. 
James instructs them to pray with him as Mark 
stands beside him in prayer. They all pray for 
Jesus. They ask the Lord to forgive them of their 
sins. They invite Him in to dwell within them 
and in that moment, they are bom again. 

Immediately afterwards, he leads them 
into praying and inviting Holy Spirit to fill them 
and empower them from on high. A great peace 
and joy comes over all who pray, as they are 
filled with Holy Spirit. Suddenly a great 
outpouring of speaking in tongues commences 
from all quarters in the crowds: some speaking 
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Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and native Tagalog! 
The diverse groups of people there understand 
the Gospel message. 

A great celebration breaks out from the 
new converts. They praise and rejoice in the 
Lord. Uplifting reframes of "He Is Here" are 
sung from the choir. Bibles are being handed out 
from the booths off to the side of the stage. As 
the singing of "Eastern Gate" transitions into 
more modem Christian songs of like "Starry 
Night," the crowds began to thin out. However, 
the impact of the Gospel and Holy Spirit are 
reverberated in the hearts and minds of those 
received. The revival service was a great success 
for the honor and glory of the Lord. 

Wednesday evening comes; Deborah 
and Phoebe meet quietly in their room for a 
private Bible study. Deborah is in her 40th week 
of pregnancy and nearing the time for her to 
give birth. So much so that she begins to feel 
contractions although mild in intensity, they are 
beginning to come on more frequently. Phoebe, 
who is 37 weeks along, reaches out with her 
hand and feels over Deborah's firm heavily 
round belly. She can feel the quickening of her 
abdominal muscles as mild and low tremors. 

They go over the fruits of the Spirit 
versus the gifts of the Spirit. They feel moved to 
excel in the fruits and treat the gifts as rewards 
for excelling in the fruits. "Oh! Ah!" Deborah 
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piques with excitement, as her baby moves with 
the increase of the contractions, starting to 
transition from mild to medium intensity. 
Deborah begins to breathe steadily and sighs. As 
an intense contraction hits her, she exhales 
profusely, "Pheb!" she sighs rather heavily, "I'm 
very nervous! This is going to be a scary, intense 
labor and birth!" 

Phoebe sets back in her chair, folds her 
hands atop her protruding belly, and relates a 
story to her dear sister. "I remember when I was 
seven years old, watching my mother give birth 
to my brother. She was in such pain that her 
contractions were intense and the labor was 
long. I would pat her forehead with a warm 
damp cloth and hold her hand. My dad and the 
midwife were coaching her through the labor. 
Her hand would grip mine real hard with each 
contraction. But then I remember her praying 
and crying out to the Lord for relief and comfort 
as she was born again. Suddenly a great peace 
came over her! She was still contracting hard, 
sweating all over her body. But, she was at 
peace and giving birth was bearable and even 
relaxing for her. It was incredible to behold how 
calm and steady she was in the latter half of 
labor and delivery; all because she cried out to 
the Lord for comfort." 

Deborah is encouraged and even 
relieved at the thought. Phoebe then turns to a 
certain passage and shows her this: "This is what 
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the Lord showed me when I was contemplating 
my own labor and delivery, 'A woman will be 
saved in childbirth if she perseveres in faith, 
love, and holiness with self-control.'" Deborah is 
pleased and blessed by Phoebe ministering to 
her. She holds out both of her hands, as Deborah 
takes them, and they pray together. 

Good Friday comes and Deborah has 
been up all night and into the early morning 
hours, dealing with intense contractions that 
come and go. Phoebe, Juanita, and James are 
awake and alert. They let Mark and little Juan 
sleep. They ready Deborah to take her to the 
maternity hospital in Makati City just across 
town. They take an air-con cab at two in the 
morning in the cool muggy air of the night. The 
traffic is relatively light, as Deborah sits between 
Phoebe and Juanita. She breathes heavily as she 
paces through the intensifying contractions. 

James sits up front with the cabbie. They 
move swiftly through traffic on their way to the 
hospital. They pull up to the hospital entrance: 
both Phoebe and Juanita help Deborah out of 
the cab and into a wheelchair, waiting there 
with a nurse to wheel her into the lobby. James 
quickly pays and tips the cabbie. He then 
hurries up behind them into the hospital lobby. 
As they wait, James signs his wife in; and 
suddenly he hears his wife gasp and groan. 
Water spills out from under her maternity dress 
onto the seat and on the floor, soaking her hose. 
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The nurses immediately admit her into 
the maternity ward. Juanita waits out in the 
waiting room. James and Phoebe go into the 
birthing room where Deborah has undressed. 
The nurses help her into her maternity gown. 
She then sits carefully down on the hospital bed; 
and she eases back into a position to give birth. 
The nurses check her vitals and the obgyn on 
duty comes in to check the position of the baby 
in her womb. She feels around Deborah's belly, 
feeling the baby sink into a head-down position 
in her pelvis. 

The pain is intense, as the baby is 
coming fast; and it's too late for an epidural. She 
breathes through heavy contractions, as the 
baby moves further down to the point of almost 
crowning. Deborah sweats profusely as she 
pushes out the head of her son. The doctor 
reaches in with her gloved hands and gently 
helps with the shoulders, emerging from out of 
her vagina. Suddenly the whole baby pops out 
with the umbilical cord attached to her son. 
Sweat, water, and a little blood spills out with 
the birth of her son. 

The nurses clean and wipe down the 
crying baby boy. James cuts the umbilical cord. 
Deborah then expels the placenta. She is handed 
her baby boy to nurse at her breast. Deborah 
looks joyfully up at James and Phoebe, as she 
holds her son tenderly. They agree to name their 
son, Timothy Jesus. 
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By late afternoon, Deborah and her son 
are released from the hospital. She is wheeled 
out in a wheelchair by James. She is cradling 
their son in her arms. They then present their 
son to Juanita, who has waited for them all day 
for their release. Phoebe finally comes waddling 
out behind them. Juanita cradles the baby in her 
arms, tearfully, and rejoicing in their celebration 
of life. They return home to Mark and young 
Juan, having takeout waiting for them to eat. 
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Revival in Cebu 

A few days after Deborah had given 
birth; the missionary families took a short flight 
south from Manila to Lapu-Lapu near Cebu 
City. They land on Mactan Island at the Cebu 
International Airport. There they are greeted by 
the worship and music leaders from AJK Cebu. 
They lovingly embrace one another and are 
taken to their hotel on the island. 

Pastor John had went ahead to meet 
with his counterpart. Pastor Philip Domingo, the 
Cebu music leader. They wait in the lobby for 
the missionary men to freshen up and meet with 
them on planning for the Cebu revival service. 
The one in Manila was incredibly successful and 
touted for its inspirational message and 
outreach. So their national reputation proceeds 
them going into Cebu. 

The two missionary men go with their 
hosts to a local restaurant where they discuss 
their next moves on holding the next revival 
service. "Your friends at the National Defense 
have forwarded your requests and plans for a 
religious service in Cebu to the mayor and his 
office. The vice mayor wants to meet with us on 
Monday about our plans, the where and when?" 
Pastor Philip explains. "Wow!" Mark exclaims. 
"So do you all have a place in mind similar to 
the one we had in Manila?" The pastors look to 
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one another and smile as Pastor John suggests, 

"If you have time? We'll take you to what we 
think is a good site." They nod their heads, yes; 
and after a nice lunch, they leave to go to the 
site. 

They drive across the Marcelo Bridge 
into Cebu City in a jeepney that Pastor Philip 
owns and operates. They meander through 
downtown traffic in hazy sunshine, honking 
horns, people walking, and crosstown traffic. 
They finally arrive in the South Road area of 
Metro Cebu. The go to the outskirts of the area 
and overlook the concert grounds. These are 
very similar to the ones in Manila but with the 
mall further off in the distance. A car pulls 
alongside them and there are two men in the 
vehicle. They speak friendly in Tagalog to Pastor 
Philip. He tells them in the jeepney, that these 
are city officials who wish to speak to us. 

They all get out in front of their vehicles 
and are introduced to one another. The two 
gentlemen are the city administrator and 
assistant to the vice mayor. "I understand you all 
want to hold a concert here?" the assistant says. 
"What we need to know is the date?" the city 
administrator adds. "We have your necessary 
applications from your friends in the central 
government." James takes a pause; he then 
replies, "We're thinking Saturday the weekend 
of Mother's Day?" The two officials look to one 
another and speak briefly in Tagalog. "There 
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was something scheduled for that date but it 
was canceled yesterday, so that will work." 

They all look out upon the grounds, 
bare pavement pavilion style, but with lush 
tropical vegetation in the back ground, and an 
entry to the beach area in the rear of the 
grounds. They can foresee the staging set up 
and other accommodations. "This can 
accommodate up to hundred thousand people," 
the city administrator comments. It was just 
what they needed. They all shake hands and 
conclude with the preliminaries. 

Sunday morning comes and the family 
of them goes to AJK Cebu Church in central 
Cebu City. There the missionary families are 
introduced to the congregation of the AJK 
chapter. The church pastor. Rev. Alexandras 
Miranda christens James and Deborah's son, 
Timothy Jesus. They present him to the 
congregation, who praise and clap unto the Lord 
for the gift presented to them. 

They set in a group of brothers and 
sisters (leaders of the church) on the platform. 
After the service, they adjourn with those 
leaders into the rehearsal hall to discuss their 
plans for revival. James mentions to them about 
the grounds they have secured and the date of 
the concert. He adds that some of the worship 
and music team members from Manila will meet 
with them down here on Wednesday to join in 
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with the Cebu teams that plan to perform for the 
revival service. 

They all seem pleased and ask about 
songs to sing? The missionaries share with them 
songs they had performed in Manila. The Cebu 
members offer some other selections for 
consideration as well, such as "Holy is the Lord" 
and "How He Loves." They settle on a working 
selection. They also and briefly present to them 
the format that Pastor Sam had for them to 
follow in Manila. They all like what is being 
presented so far; and they pray together. They 
go from there in hopes for Wednesday's first 
actual rehearsal. 

Over the next few days, the missionary 
families take in island life, the swaying palm 
and coconut trees, the buko, the sandy beaches, 
and the salty water. They also walk around and 
take in the street life, getting a vibe for the 
people there in Cebu. 

Wednesday evening rolls around; they 
all go to the rehearsal hall in Cebu City. They 
are met there by some of their fellow worship 
and music team members from Manila, who 
volunteered to participate. They all gather 
together for prayer and lift their hands to the 
glory of the Lord. Pastors Philip and John lead 
them in rehearsing a set of songs that they had 
done in the previous revival service. They also 
try out a few different Gospel, praise and 
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worship, and Christian songs, such as "Tell the 
World of His Love"; "Our God"; and "How Great 
Is Our God". 

They conclude with prayer. The team 
members from Manila are bunked in quarters at 
the Cebu church compound. The missionary 
families return to their hotel suites. Deborah 
nurses her baby boy; Phoebe, Juanita, Stella, 
Sharon, and little Juan prepare takeout they had 
picked up on the way home. James and Mark 
review from their laptop the presentation for the 
Cebu revival service. They tweak the selection of 
songs and ready the presentation for the next 
reversal. 

The holiday, marking the ascension of 
Jesus Christ has arrived. In the very early 
morning hours, Phoebe comes waddling out 
into a nook near the bathroom, across from 
where the kitchen and the living are located. She 
sits in her nightgown and robe, feeling 
impatiently around her rotund belly at an active 
baby, but no contractions at all. 

She sighs heavily. Deborah, being up 
nursing her baby boy, comes out into the nook 
and sees Phoebe there with a forlorn look on her 
face. "What's wrong, Pheb?" Deborah sets down 
beside her while nestling her baby boy at her 
breast. She looks over at her and quietly cries, 
"I'm supposed to have given birth by now! But 
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the Lord has not put His hands on my womb to 
have me give birth." 

Deborah looks long at her, and finally 
says, "Pheb, the Lord wants you to remain 
pregnant for a while longer for His purpose." 
Phoebe looks out at her and quietly exclaims, 
"But why Deb? I'm 40 weeks now and there are 
absolutely no contractions! Yet, my baby moves 
healthy and fine like swimming in a lake!" 

Deborah peers seriously at her and says 
quite frankly to her, "Are you giving your 
testimony at the revival?" Phoebe quietly nods, 
yes. "The Lord wants to present you as you are 
because of the message He wants you to 
communicate through your testimony." Phoebe 
sits back impatient, but resigned to what 
Deborah had said. "You ministered to me in my 
hour and need," Deborah quietly says. "And 
now I minister to you wisdom and peace." They 
agree in prayer. Deborah's son falls asleep in her 
arms. Phoebe receives a great peace and 
understanding of "why me"? She also gets a 
sense as to what she must say about her 
testimony. 

Mother's Day weekend arrives. Early 
Saturday morning before 4am, the groups of 
them are awake: James and Mark are up and 
stirring about, as are Juanita and little Juan, as 
well as Sharon and Stella. They gather about 
making coffee, getting milk, and getting orange 
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juice. Deborah is out sitting on the couch, 
holding her son in her arms. Phoebe comes 
slowly waddling out, holding up but exhausted 
from being three weeks overdue. 

However, during those three weeks, 
they have had appearances on the major 
Philippine networks, including the local Cebu 
Catholic network, as well as having a few local 
radio interviews. Moreover, as they had before, 
the teams had gone throughout all of Metro 
Cebu, plastering billboards and sign posts with 
concert announcements. They also updated their 
social media outlets with Cebu concert postings. 

The church vans, jeepneys, and tricycles 
full of concert gear, instruments, and sound 
equipment rollout and descend on the concert 
grounds at 5am. And just as before James had 
fasted for the message to deliver; and Phoebe 
too prayed for the message she is to deliver 
along with her testimony. 

So the day of revival arrives! And the 
morning is filled with various activities of stage 
set up, audio/video hookup, and finally sound 
check. And as before, picnic-goers show up first 
with their families. They settle in with their 
beach towels, pitching parasols on the lawn as 
well is on the pavilion pavement, facing the 
stage. 

The band and worship team warmup 
with refrains from Cornerstone Worship. As 
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buses of homeless people are brought in to be a 
part of the concert, festival, and revival, the 
band breaks into "My Savior Lives" to kick-off 
the concert. Hundreds and hundreds of people 
from in and around Metro Cebu begin to pour 
into the concert grounds. The soloists and the 
trio sing hymns and Gospel songs unto the glory 
and honor of the Lord. 

As the hundreds swell into thousands, 
the crowds began to sing and clap along with 
worship and praise. Thousands then turn into 
tens of thousands, praising the Lord, and Holy 
Spirit moving among them. The choir sings, 
"Holy is the Lord," as the crowds max out to 
over 111,000 people. 

As the choir ceases singing, the crowds 
begin to just worship and praise the Lord on 
their own by the personal leading of the Holy 
Spirit. Then Phoebe full with child comes 
waddling out before the crowds. Her hair long 
flowing down the middle of her back (as she has 
not had it cut since becoming pregnant). She 
takes to the microphone and begins to share her 
testimony: 

"As a young girl, I grew up on a ranch 
in the middle of the vast pasture lands of North 
Central China. Grazing horses and growing 
wheat were all around. My young brother and I 
would raise and tame horses alongside my dad 
and mom as well as with our neighbors, my 
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friend and dear sister in Christ, Deborah. We all 
had church in our homes. My dad was the 
pastor and he taught us about Jesus. Just as 
Lydia listened to the Apostle Paul preach, so I 
listened to my dad preach. I was taught how 
Christ was made sin on the cross for our sake, so 
that we may be made righteous before our Holy 
Father. And so I knelt before the Lord and I 
believed Him. I put my faith in Him and by His 
grace He saved me. But that was not the end of 
it! I had to grow in grace; I had to bear the fruits 
of Holy Spirit because the Spirit dwells in me. I 
was saved for good works: to love God with all 
that I am, and to love my neighbors. As for 
myself, I had to bear love, joy, peace, kindness, 
generosity, and faithfulness. But patience, I 
tended to lack! As you can see, I am heavy with 
child, my son which is due to be born hopefully 
any day now. You see I am 43 weeks along and 
three weeks overdue! The Lord has kept me this 
way to be an illustration for you as to what it 
means to have patience. But in prayer 
throughout the three weeks, in my studies of the 
Gospels, Holy Spirit taught me more deeply 
what it means to bear our cross, which is to take 
up our cross and follow Christ. Look at me! I am 
full and heavy with child; I am bearing fruit but 
also bearing my cross. And so it is for all of us in 
Christ, we have Holy Spirit indwelling in us to 
make us born-again; and we bear His fruit! 

What is this burden we have, but that of obeying 
the Lord and bearing His fruits? I am a living 
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example of this; I'm bearing and carrying my 
son for three weeks longer! This morning still 
there are no contractions! But, I had to do what 
Christ did in the Garden before He went to the 
cross, 'Not my will, but Your will be done!"' 

The crowds were silent and still, tears 
streaming down the cheeks of young ladies. 
They listen passionately to this soon-to-be 
young mother pour her heart out to the crowds, 
both young and old. Phoebe leads the crowds in 
prayer as the choir comes forward. She then 
waddles off to her seat alongside her ministry 
team sitting there on the platform. The choir 
sings, "Holy Ground" and "Tell the World of His 
Love." 

After the musical interlude, James 
comes forward and begins delivering his 
message: "Welcome ladies and gentlemen, 
brothers and sisters to revival Cebu! Tonight is 
your night to invite Jesus Christ in to be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit fire! Jesus, when 
the woman caught in adultery was brought 
before Him, said to her accusers, he who is 
without sin cast the first stone? To which one by 
one they left in shame, knowing that they were 
just as guilty as the woman they had accused. 
Then Jesus looked to the woman and told her 
that He forgave her and said to her, 'Go and sin 
no more!' How do we go and sin no more?! 

Jesus said to His disciples: that He is the True 
Vine and that we are to connect and remain in 
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Him. To produce fruit! And just as Sister Phoebe 
alluded to in her beautiful testimony that is our 
burden as Christians! Even you! You who are 
not yet a Christian, you might as well know 
what you are getting involved with when you 
invite Christ in to dwell in you and make you 
bom again! Amen?! Just as Jesus said faith 
without works is dead, so our faith in Christ 
must be a vibrant, living faith that produces 
fruits of Holy Spirit! Good works that Paul said 
we are saved for; we are saved for good works! 
Amen?! This connection; this real worship; this 
relationship; and this fellowship is mutual but it 
has to be maintained by you the believer for 
God is faithful even when we are not! Amen?! 
And we have helped in maintaining our 
connection to Christ, to eat of the Bread of Life, 
His word; and to drink of the Living Water, His 
Spirit. And what are the results of staying in 
Christ, but that of producing and exhibiting the 
fruits of Holy Spirit in order to take on the very 
nature of God Almighty! Further along in your 
faith, and you may be made ready and equipped 
for the gifts of Holy Spirit? They may be 
bestowed upon you even unto the speaking in 
tongues and the raising of the dead! But, you 
continue to add to your faith, building it up with 
virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, 
goodness, brotherly kindness, and finally love! 
We who are alive, born-again, and are on fire in 
Christ are being made holy, being sanctified; we 
are saints! Let's go out and make more disciples. 
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so as for them to be sanctified; and be made 
saints in Christ! And if you are not a saint; and if 
you are not even a disciple: may this day be the 
day you come forward and be made a disciple of 
Jesus Christ?!" 

As he concludes his message, he invites 
heartedly all of those there to come and pray 
with them and his ministry teams; to invite Jesus 
Christ into forgive them of their sins. "To be 
made holy; to be sanctified," James announces, 
as hundreds and thousands come forward to 
gather round for prayer, "Is to be engaged to 
Christ Jesus just as a fiancee is betrothed to her 
bridegroom. So when you come to Christ today, 
understand that you are getting engaged to 
Christ Jesus. Not only are you being saved by 
Him and bom again, but you are also getting 
engaged to Christ! You are being connected into 
the True Vine to bear His fruit and to bear the 
burden of obeying the Lord." 

As he concludes his remarks, tens of 
thousands have come forward. And he leads 
them all in praying for Christ Jesus to come in 
and save their souls before the Lord. The choir 
singing, "There's Room at the Cross," as 
thousands of converts are praising and 
worshiping the Lord. The band, the choir, and 
the singers continue with more and more 
psalms, hymns, and Gospel songs. 
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After a while, they transition into a 
celebration of Christian songs. As the revival 
service begins to wind down, the heavy sounds 
of "Jesus Freak" are heard throughout the 
grounds. Free Bibles are once again being 
distributed to new converts as supplies last. The 
service in Cebu was another great success; 
thanks to the Lord and to the moving of Holy 
Spirit! 

Deborah, along with Phoebe, the trio, 
and little Juan leave soon after as the concert 
goers and new converts thin out by midnight. 
James and Mark, and their crews and teams stay 
behind to clean up. After four hours, they finish 
cleaning up and packing up their gear and 
equipment. 

The missionary men return to their suite 
exhausted, slumbering around the room. They 
shower quickly and go to sleep in their 
respective bedrooms. At around 7am, Phoebe 
wakes up in a hot sweat, groaning with 
contractions that hit her hard. She shakes Mark 
hard; and he being very tired and sleepy simply 
rolls over. Phoebe throws the covers off of her, 
as she painfully and agonizingly gets herself 
seated on the bedside. "Mark!" She cries aloud as 
she gets to her swollen feet. "It's time; I'm 
contracting! Hard!" She feels all around her 
belly, as she contracts hard again, and heaves 
out, "Now!" 
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She gets around to his bedside and 
shakes him hard again, not once, not twice, but 
thrice! "Get up!" She cries. "We need to go to the 
hospital!" He struggles to get to his feet. Then 
Phoebe sits back down again on the bedside, 
cries out, and groans as she lies back on the bed 
with her elbows propping her up. The bed 
sheets are now soaking wet from where she lays; 
and she is contracting hard. 

Juanita knocks at the door! Mark moves 
quickly to let her in; and she comes barreling in 
along with Deborah, Stella, and Sharon close 
behind. Phoebe grunts down hard, as she feels 
her baby slowly sliding down into her birth 
canal. "He's coming!" she cries out, as Deborah 
attends to her. Juanita and her girlfriends 
quickly go out to the kitchen to ready hot water, 
fresh clean towels, and a washtub for the 
delivery of the baby. They know what they are 
to do, being mothers and mid wives themselves. 

Phoebe leans back and gasps as the 
contractions come more frequently. It's too late 
to try and get her to the hospital; they can tell 
she's due to give birth at any moment. Deborah 
gets on the bed with her and wipes the sweat 
streaming down Phoebe's brow. Mark is busy on 
the phone with the maternity hospital in Makati; 
the nurse asks if midwives are attending his 
wife. He affirms there are three; and so she says 
that she is in good hands. When the baby is 
bom, she informs him to cut the umbilical cord 
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and gives him instructions on how to do so in a 
sterilized fashion. She then instructs him that 
after the baby is bom, they are welcome to bring 
the mother and the baby in for a checkup when 
they are ready. If there is an emergency to alert 
them immediately and they will dispatch an 
ambulance. They hang up. Mark then goes and 
sits with James out on the couch in the living 
room. James has baby Timothy Jesus in his arms. 

About an hour into intense labor, the 
baby begins to crown. Stella and Sharon go out 
quickly and get Mark back into the room to help 
deliver his son. They have Mark wash his hands 
in warm soapy water, as he is brought before his 
wife on the bed, who is pushing their son out 
from between her loins. She heaves with intense 
pushing as the shoulders pop out; Mark then 
helps by gently handling his son on the way out, 
as she finishes pushing their son totally out from 
her vagina. And just as he was instructed, he 
takes a sterile pair of scissors and cuts the 
umbilical cord. 

The baby is crying as he is taken up by 
Juanita and Stella to be cleaned and washed 
from birth. Sharon gently dries him off with 
clean towels; and he is wrapped in a blanket, 
and presented to the waiting arms of Phoebe, 
who takes her son gently to her breast. (Phoebe 
also births the placenta and she is tended to by 
Deborah with a warm damp cloth). 
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Mark sits down beside Phoebe, who is 
breast-feeding her son. They look to one another 
and give each other a kiss. They agree to name 
him, Micah John (named after the prophet; and 
after their martyred brother in China); and he 
was born on a Sunday, Mother's Day. 
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Revival in Davao 

A week after the birth of Micah John, 
the missionary families travel by air. They arrive 
at the Davao International Airport, Monday 
morning. They are met by the mayor and his 
entourage at the airport. They shake hands and 
are welcomed to the city. Their reputation again 
precedes them because of the great outpouring 
of the revivals in Manila and Cebu. Holy Spirit 
is making His home in the souls of those in 
those cities because of the prayers and fasting of 
the Saints. 

"Welcome to our fair city, "the mayor, 
Roderigo Del Rosa announces to his arrivals. He 
is surrounded by a cadre of armed PNP officers 
and TF-AFP soldiers as a security detail. They 
are escorted by staff members from the offices of 
the vice mayor and city administrator in a small 
motorcade to a nice relaxing, modernized 
colonial boarding house in Santa Cruz. 

The area is picturesque and tropical 
with bright, deep blue skies; palm, mango, and 
coconut trees dotted with saba banana and 
pineapple plants all around. They are dropped 
off at the house with botanical gardens and park 
grounds surrounding the place. They go up the 
walkway with their bags to the house where 
they are greeted by an older Christian couple 
who has porters take the bags and luggage to 
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their rooms: three rooms reserved in the east 
wing of the house. They settle into the colonial 
with wooden and wicker furnishings made of 
mahogany, ebony, bamboo, and demortis. 

About an hour of being there, brunch is served 
for them in the dining room. They dine, 
enjoying the nice Davao cuisine of kinilaw, and 
the sweet, cool, ocean breeze coming in from the 
open windows. 

In the early afternoon, as the group of 
them are setting out under the porch in wicker 
chairs with a wicker coffee-table, a van pulls up 
to the curb and out comes Pastor John and the 
music pastor from the AJK Davao chapter. They 
come up under the porch as iced buko lemonade 
is being served. "Here we are again," Pastor John 
utters, as he takes a sip of his drink that was 
handed to him. "This is Pastor Gabriel 
Villanueva." They each get up and shake his 
hand to greet him. He graciously accepts a drink 
from them as he takes a refreshing gulp. 
"Wednesday, we get together with the worship 
and music teams to start practice," he kindly 
informs them. They are pleased to hear the 
news. They have a seat with them and talk 
church, revival, love in Christ and the Good 
News. 

A little while later, a car pulls up behind 
the van, and out comes the city administrator 
with an assistant to the vice mayor. They come 
up under the porch; they introduce themselves 
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as Pablo Ramos and Julio Escobar. They stay 
standing as refreshing drinks are served them. 

"If you have time to go and see, we have a site to 
show you all?" the city administrator invites 
them. James and Mark immediately volunteered 
to go right away. Both pastors also volunteer to 
go as well. 

After about 5 minutes, they make their 
way to the van. They then take a drive down 
near the outskirts of Davao City. There they pull 
into the Metro Park; head back a wide dirt 
gravel driveway, lined with trees on either side, 
to a wide clearing about the size of three football 
fields. The concert grounds go back to a 
hippodrome in the rear, facing a mixed paved 
platform out in front of the hippodrome. Lush 
grassy turf radiates out from the pavement 
platform for as far as the eye can see where trees 
of mangosteen, mango, guanabana, and jackfruit 
surround the park. 

"These are the park concert grounds," 
the assistant says, as they look all around in 
amazement. "Wow!" Mark exclaims, as they 
gaze at the possibilities. "This area can 
accommodate up to 120,000 people; this should 
satisfy your requirements," the city 
administrator assumes. They are impressed and 
grateful to the Lord for the venue. 

Wednesday evening arrives and the 
pastors take the missionary families to the AJK 
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chapter in Davao City. There where they meet 
again with their core worship and music 
members as well as the Davao worship singers 
and musicians. They review with the core 
members and the newbies on how the service is 
typically conducted. They rehearse some 
standards they have adopted as well as try out 
some new ones to incorporate in the overall 
concert. 

They sing, "We Can Take the Land"; "He 
Has Made Me Glad"; and "I Will Bless the Lord 
at All Times." As before, they promote and 
prepare for the revival concert by taking to the 
streets and plastering concert posters in the 
public squares, posting blog posts of the concert 
on social media, doing interviews on local TV 
stations: RPN9, PTV, and TV5. Over the next 
two weeks, they rehearse and review their 
service format and ready themselves for the 
afternoon of Father's Day weekend. 

Very early Saturday morning at 3am, 
James and Mark get themselves stirred. They 
awake to a muggy and still dark morning. They 
sit at the kitchen table. Juanita stirs as well and 
makes coffee and tea for them. Sharon and Stella 
come out and sit at the table, being served 
orange juice. "This will be our last revival 
service here," James recalls stoically yet fondly. 
"We will make the most of it," Mark confidently 
utters. "Lord willing!" 
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They drink their coffee, their tea, their 
juice, as Deborah and Phoebe come out with 
their baby sons in their arms. They sit around 
the table as Juanita, Stella, and Sharon fix 
breakfast for them. Little Juan wearily comes out 
to the table to drinks his juice. James and Mark 
excuse themselves to shower, get dressed and go 
to help set up. 

A little after 4 in the morning. Pastor 
John and Pastor Gabriel come driving up in their 
van and softly knock on the door. James and 
Mark invite them in and have breakfast with 
them. Then the four of them head out to get 
started on setting up for the afternoon service. 
They head out into the muggy night of the early 
morning hours from suburban Santa Cruz down 
into the rural park area concert grounds. 

They no sooner pull into the driveway 
then their church crews come rolling in with 
their vans and jeepneys loaded with staging 
equipment to get set up on the hippodrome 
pavement. It is a little after 5am! The eastern 
horizon is getting a light hazy blue coming over 
it as the sun is about to break the dawn. They set 
the staging platform up in such a way so as to 
connect flush with the interior platform of the 
hippodrome. They desire to gain an acoustic 
echo effect for an effective local outreach. 

It's around 8am when the musicians and 
singers show up along with Deborah, Phoebe, 
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and the trio. They bring their baby sons and 
little Juan with them. The band members 
unloaded their instruments, speakers, 
amplifiers, microphones, and set up on stage, 
connecting the cabling in with the sound system 
backstage. They also hook up with the park's 
electrical system as well. 

It's after 11am that everyone breaks for 
lunch as picnic goers began showing up, setting 
up their beach blankets and their parasols on the 
lawn. Large serving trays of pancit, buko 
lemonade, and sodas are served. At a quarter till 
one in the afternoon, the band takes to the stage 
to do their sound checks and warm-ups. They 
sound check by playing "Open up the Heavens". 
They are joined by the singers as well as the 
worship team members to perform it for the 
dozens of picnic-goers, streaming in to the 
concert grounds from the tree-lined driveway. 
They then warm up with "Love Come Down". 

Its 2:30 in the afternoon and they take a 
15 minute break before returning to the stage. 

As was with the past two revivals, buses of poor 
and homeless concertgoers are brought in and 
are let out to join in the concert up in the front of 
the stands. Dozens turn into hundreds as the 
music and worship teams take their places once 
again on stage. They kick off the concert with 
"God Is Good All the Time." They start off slow, 
gradually raising the tempo while playing a 
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musical interlude with the song, lasting over 12 
minutes. 

As they play on with their set, hundreds 
more come in, swelling into thousands an hour 
into the concert. They follow up with more 
Christian songs like, "Blessed Be the Name of 
the Lord"; and the trio sings, "Days of Elijah" 
backed up by the singers. The solo artists do 
some singing as well, "You Are Holy" and "This 
Is Amazing Grace." They transition into the time 
of the service, as thousands more swell into tens 
of thousands. 

The singing of psalms and hymns 
ushers in the time of testimony, as Deborah 
takes to the microphone on stage. She cradles 
her son in her arms, who is crying, but then as 
the music ceases, he gazes around him in 
curiosity; and he coos and awes in anticipation. 
She presents her newborn son to the crowds and 
introduces him as Timothy Jesus, already 10 
weeks old. Juanita steps out to take the newborn 
from Deborah so she can give her testimony. 

"Welcome everyone to our third and 
final revival service in the Philippines!" She 
announces to the roar and applause of the 
crowds. "My story of how I came to be saved by 
Jesus Christ began as a little girl on my parents' 
horse ranch and wheat farm way back in China. 
We have a ranch and farm in the north of China 
near the border to Mongolia. My dad was a 
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pastor and my mom also a pastor; they shared a 
house church with our neighbors. Sister Phoebe 
and her family. We shared a vast acreage of land 
for raising and taming horses as well as growing 
and harvesting wheat. So, I understand what 
Jesus meant when He said that the harvest is 
great but the workers are few. In China, in those 
days, a family could only have one child! Unless 
as we were farmers or ranchers, we could have 
more than one if the first was a girl, such as me. 
My parents were older and unable to have a 
second child, so I had to work twice as hard; and 
Phoebe did too along with her brother, who had 
to work three times as hard for both of our 
families to sustain a living. But, because we 
were a part of a house church community, we 
had neighbors who would help, as we would 
help them in their need. We were blessed later 
on with the arrival of our future husbands and 
their brothers and sisters to sow and reap even 
greater harvests in the natural as well as in the 
spiritual, for the winning of souls and the 
discipling of them in Christ. And the Lord 
rewarded us for our faith! But I ask you all, what 
are we working for? For what are we saved in 
Christ Jesus for, but for good works that 
produce in us, the fruits of Holy Spirit! As Paul 
said, we who are in Christ, we share in His 
glory! And the struggles, troubles, and 
persecutions we face now cannot compare to the 
glory that awaits us. This is our blessed hope for 
when the reappearing of our Lord comes; 
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therein will we receive our glory. For those of us 
in Christ, we are filled with hope for our Lord's 
return! We are looking forward to our own 
resurrection in Christ; and to be changed into a 
glorified body that He was changed into at His 
resurrection by the power of Holy Father!" 

She concluded her remarks to great 
cheers and applause, as she leads the crowd into 
singing along with the choir, "Worthy Is the 
Lamb" and then "The Revelation Song." After 
the singing and music had quieted down, James 
takes to the stage and begins to deliver his 
message from Scripture. 

"Thanks to my lovely wife for leading us 
in praising and worshiping our Lord. Amen! 
Welcome brothers, sisters, and friends to our 
third and final revival in the wonderful and 
beautiful island nation of the Philippines. It's 
our pleasure and honor to be among you here 
this afternoon. We are called to partake of Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified in order to be saved 
and live the Christian life while we remain here 
on this earth. But, what will be our reward for 
our faith and obedience to Christ here on earth? 
For Christ, putting His faith in the Father and 
obeying the Father's will endured the suffering 
and shame of bearing the cross, being nailed to 
it, and raised up for all to see! What was His 
victory? But to descend into Abraham's Bosom, 
Paradise and set the captives free! And then to 
be raised on the third day by the power of God 
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the Father to newness of life which is promised 
to us who believe on Him! Even the dead were 
roaming about from their graves when Jesus 
arose from the dead! And what was Christ's 
reward for His faith and obedience to the Lord 
even unto the cross?! But to receive an 
incorruptible body, a glorified body that 
transcends space and time as well as moves 
through walls! And that is what is promised to 
those of us who remain faithful and obedient to 
the Lord! He ascended to be at the right hand of 
the Father, so that in due time and season He 
will return at His glorious appearing! We who 
remain and are alive in Him will be caught up 
with Him in newness of life, only to return with 
Him in a glorious spiritual body! And the dead 
in Christ shall also be raised to newness of life 
and be changed into a glorious spiritual body at 
the last trumpet! Look! Where and when Jesus 
said, that after the tribulation of sorrows, of 
persecutions, of the abomination of desolation, 
the Assyrian and his beasts, and of the great 
deception shall the sun be blackened and the 
stars fall from the heavens; and the sign of 
Christ will appear; and He will send forth His 
angels at the last trump! We who are alive at His 
coming will be caught up in His glorious return! 
And then the Lord God Almighty will pour out 
His bowls of wrath on the wicked and 
unrepentant on the earth! Will that be you?! Or 
will you choose this day to invite Jesus into your 
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heart to forgive you and be reconciled with God 
our Father?!" 

Tens of thousands hearing all around 
had concern on their faces and tears in their 
eyes. The crowds were at their max at over 
120,000, the majority of which have come forth 
to pray with James that night for Christ to 
forgive them of their sins and be made born 
again in Christ Jesus. Tens of thousands come to 
Christ that evening; and Holy Spirit comes 
down on them; and they cry out in tongues of 
different languages of those there: Chinese, 
Tagalog, Korean, Japanese, and English to name 
a few, praising and glorifying in the Lord. 

The mission team then leads them all in 
worship with the singers, the band, and the 
choir in singing, "At the Cross," "Trust and 
Obey," and "He Has Made Me Glad." After some 
more time of praising and worshiping, the 
concert continues a few more hours with more 
Christian songs, "Holy Is the Lord"; "I Give You 
My Heart"; "Everlasting God"; "My Savior 
Lives"; and "Good Good Father." Once again 
free Bibles are distributed to new converts while 
supplies last. The whole mood is festive, 
cheerful, and joyous to behold. Once again 
another great success! 

With the end of this revival concert 
comes the nearing of the end to their mission in 
the Philippines. However, there is still some 
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more business that they must attend to with 
their hosts before departing for the next mission. 
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Departure 

The missionaries take a two-week break 
at the boarding house in Santa Cruz, Davao 
before returning to Manila and checking into a 
suite in Quezon City. Their government hosts 
arrange for a final meeting before the 
missionaries departure. 

Sunday morning, the missionaries go to 
church. Afterwards they recommit Sharon and 
Stella to the ministry (they had their children 
stay with their Ate and Ankle at the mission). 
The pastors accept their newly recommitted 
ministers to the kitchen mission. They hug one 
another and say their goodbyes. They help with 
moving them into the dormitory of the Christian 
college adjacent to the mission. 

They spend their first night just as a 
missionary family without their two sisters but 
with Juanita and her son staying on for the 
night. They miss them but know they must 
leave them at the mission where they can serve 
the Lord. 

Monday morning comes and that 
familiar knock comes at the door. Mark goes to 
open it. In walks Joy and Rosalind (and they can 
tell their on official business because they are 
dressed in their power suit and power dress 
outfit respectively). Deborah and Phoebe 
embrace them, as they hug one another. James 
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and Mark graciously shake their hands, as the 
ladies are presented with the missionary 
mothers' newborns. Joy takes a hold of Phoebe's 
son and Rosalind cradles Deborah's son in her 
arms. 

"Wow! He's a big boy," Rosalind 
exclaims. "He's so cute," Joy delights and gasps 
as she nestles the baby in her arms. "The van is 
waiting for us downstairs," Rosalind says, 
indicating their need to go. "You all have 
breakfast?" Joy politely asks. "Yes, we ate in," 
Phoebe replies. "You all?" Rosalind cheerfully 
hands the baby back to Deborah, and replies, 
"Yes we have." James then says, "Then we're 
ready, let's go." 

They leave their sons with Mama 
Juanita and her son Juan to care for while they 
go to this debriefing. They head across Quezon 
City to National Defense headquarters where 
they are escorted into a conference room with 
the secretary himself. They walk in among 
several familiar faces: Jose, Oscar, Clarito, and 
Ricardo. They all stand and shake hands with 
their missionary allies as they sit at a roundtable 
together. 

There the secretary, Alfredo Garcia, 
addresses them, "Welcome my friends; I've been 
looking forward to meeting you all. You all have 
been a great help not just for our armed forces 
but also for our spiritual well-being as well!" He 
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then switches to the business at hand, "We want 
to go over your contributions to our forces as 
well as to brief you all on what we are facing in 
the South and in the Middle East. We are being 
asked by our allies in China, Japan, and Korea to 
drive and push the terrorist rebels out of our 
southern islands. We need to mobilize heavy 
ordinance and mass-produce those machine 
guns, grenade launchers, mortar systems, and 
multiple rocket launchers for offensive action. 
How do you propose we organize such a war 
effort?" 

Wow! Such poignant questions asked of 
them. James quietly and quickly reaches out to 
the Lord and His Spirit for discerning these 
matters. Suddenly he is piqued with some 
insightful suggestions, "Mr. Secretary, 
distinguished gentlemen and ladies: I perceive a 
plan and strategy that the Americans had 
developed and implemented during the Second 
World War. They took raw materials, forged 
them, molded parts out of them, and fashioned 
weapons and armaments. They mobilized the 
citizenry both men and women to build them. 
You have people who need work and raw 
recyclable materials to produce billet and other 
such materials like stamped sheet-metal for 
molding." 

They are impressed with his opening 
remarks so far. But, Alfredo has to ask, "How do 
we collect all of these raw recyclables?" James 
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pauses and continues: "You have piles and piles 
of refuse all around Manila alone. Hire 
collectors from the poor and put them behind 
the wheels of commandeered trash trucks. Form 
crews to collect these raw recyclable materials 
and take them to sorting facilities. There the 
aluminum, steel, iron, and copper can be used to 
manufacture billet and chrome. So, you will 
need an army of collectors, sorters, forgers, 
metallurgists, and assemblers as well as 
gunsmiths to not only manufacture the weapons 
themselves but the ammunition needed for them 
as well." 

Again they are impressed but what 
about the costs of labor? "Seek out volunteers for 
food and shelter vouchers with local churches. 
Pay what you can per head," James anticipates 
their concerns. Alfredo elaborates, "We have a 
foundry, two parts plants, and three factories for 
assembly. We have them furnished with 
equipment and machines for such 
manufacturing. But, we have limited crews to 
staff them." James again ponders and then 
responds, "As I have said, recruit an army for 
these tasks! Triple your production: three 
foundries; six parts plants; and nine factories, 
designating parts and factories for certain types 
of production. Get grants, building materials, 
equipment, construction, and machinery from 
your allies. Hire construction crews to build 
them. What you have so far you can designate 
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as: a foundry for various raw metal blocks; two 
plants for producing various barrels as well as 
various internal components and external 
housing parts from the new prototypes." 

Alfredo agrees that such production is 
underway although on a smaller scale. "What 
weapons do you suggest we focus on for an 
imminent offensive?" James again pauses for a 
moment and makes the following suggestions: 
"For pistol, the Tact 9mm; for submachine guns, 
K-modified Uzi-type 9mm; for rifles, M4-type 
and ARlO-type; for grenade launchers, RG6 and 
for automatic, K-type, both chambered for 40 
mm rounds; K-type 120 mm mortar systems; K- 
type humvee jeeps outfitted with the K12 
machine gun mount with dual cylinder clips; 
and the K-type MLRS. Use your gunsmiths to 
finalize production of your small arms, rifles, 
and manufacture of ammunition; the rest import 
from your allies." 

Alfredo leans over to his 
undersecretaries and quietly says, "We can 
recruit from Danao City." James pauses again 
and then further suggests, "Reactivate and 
mobilize your civilian militias in the military 
and police as well as incorporate the Bag-ong 
Ilaga militias in Mindanao as your front-line 
defense. Also, you all need to borrow a small 
fleet of cargo ships from your allies to transport 
the troops, jeeps, and MLRS into the southern 
islands." 
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The men and women of the roundtable 
listen very closely and are satisfied with his 
answers. He then suggests, "Now that you all 
were given some military-industrial planning 
and strategy, how about we give some spiritual 
warfare strategy that will certainly help you all 
in the days, months, and even years ahead. It's a 
type of intercessory prayer that is directed at 
dislodging evil spirits from territory they 
currently hold. We are called to occupy until 
Christ returns, not the other way around! This is 
something we can do right here, right now. I 
trust everyone here has Christ in them and are 
bom again by His Spirit?" 

Some nod yes; some are unsaved, so 
James suggests, "Let us pray to receive Christ, to 
invite Him in, to make us bom again, and also 
invite Holy Spirit in to settle matters. Then we 
may pray for the land needing to be taken." 

They lead them in prayer for their souls to be 
saved in Christ, so those unsure accept Christ in 
as their Lord and Savior and are born again by 
Holy Spirit. They are then led in intercessory 
prayer for the land in the South and against evil 
spirits that have it in their possession: "Dear 
Lord, we pray that you go ahead of us to the 
strongholds of the enemy's camps in Mindanao 
and Sulu! By the power and might of Holy Spirit 
dislodge them from their dwellings and compel 
them to go with their cohorts from Malaysia and 
Indonesia into the abode of darkness with the 
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gnashing of teeth! In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen!" The group of them shakes hands and 
exchange hugs before departing for their 
respective places. The missionary couples return 
to their suite in Quezon City. 

They sit down with Mama Juanita and 
her son who has lunch ready for them when 
they return. "You have been a great friend and a 
wonderful sister in Christ to us," Deborah says 
as Phoebe adds, "Juan, you have also been a 
blessing to us as well." 

Mama Juanita is sad, having to leave. 
But, she understands her need to go. Juan gets 
up and hugs each one of them. Mama Juanita 
softly shakes her head, yes and says, "We love 
you all; you have been good to us, a great 
blessing in our lives." Tears stream down 
Phoebe's cheeks as she holds her head low. 
Deborah puts her hand over her shoulder to 
comfort her. 

After an hour of praying and going over 
some salient passages from Scripture, James and 
Deborah take Mama Juanita and her son over to 
the mission in Malate. Mark and Phoebe stay 
behind to attend to the babies. They take a 
jeepney for fun to lighten the mood as they go 
across Metro Manila, meandering in and out of 
traffic, stopping and going along the way to the 
mission. They all depart from the jeepney and 
go into the mission diner where families and the 
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elderly are finishing up supper. Sharon and 
Stella come out to greet their sister and her son. 

They all set at a table where they have 
coffee and a bite to eat. They talk about the 
revivals, the singing, and the places they have 
been throughout the country. They all pray 
together; and the missionary couple departs for 
their suite in Quezon City in the late, muggy 
Monday evening. They head home to get 
packing and find Mark and Phoebe having 
already packed and are ready for their flight in 
the morning. 

They all finish packing and it's after 
midnight. They try to sleep but are unable. They 
are troubled by having to leave but know the 
Lord is moving them on to their next mission 
field in Japan. They pray, cry, and praise the 
Lord! Deborah and Phoebe nurse their sons. By 
4am, they check out and depart from their suite 
in Quezon City. They go by way of an air con 
cab to the Marcos International Airport where 
their final departure is taken to flight right on- 
time at 7am. 
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Afterword 

Once again our missionary friends have 
departed for another missionary field from one island 
nation to another. From their beloved islands of the 
Philippines where they brought fiery revival of Holy 
Spirit on the repentant peoples of Manila, Cebu, and 
Davao, they will go to Japan where they encounter a 
much more subdued reception even though they were 
invited by certain government officials, friends, and 
allies from China, Korea, and the Philippines. 

They face unique challenges among the 
Japanese people, horrible immoral legacies of Western 
materialistic values, having been reshaped and 
remolded by Chinese colonial reconstruction. 
Moreover, they must confront a rekindling of ethnic 
pride and ancestral militarism as well as bigotry 
against anything Chinese. 

Samuel and Joanna will go with their team 
into the Central Asian country of Kazakhstan and 
beyond into all of Turkestan. Peter and Ruth along 
with Philip and Esther, and their team will go 
through the Himalayas into Bhutan, into India and 
throughout all of South Asia. Moreover, Paul and 
Grace will go with their team deep into Burma and 
then throughout all of Southeast Asia. 

They will go in the power and ministry of 
Holy Spirit, sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified, as well as doing the work of 
evangelists among the people groups where they are 
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going. They will encounter challenging hardships, 
brutal persecutions, but will also experience great 
victories in soul winning, and planting churches 
among those who are converted to Christ. 

In future narratives, their stories will be told 
of their experiences in doing the Great Commission 
in their respective fields of calling. Be on the lookout 
for their accounts in upcoming books from this series. 


164 



Epilogue 

Praying power to faith! Jesus exhorts us to have 
faith as big as a mustard seed to move 
mountains. Mountains to Jesus are metaphorical 
for nations! We can pray with just such a faith to 
be able to move nations. To what end? In the 
case of Philipinas, to move the island nation to 
become a springboard for missionaries to 
relaunch the great commission into all of Asia! 

How can we mobilize our brothers and sisters in 
Philipinas to go forth in the power and ministry 
of Holy Spirit into the West of Asia all the way 
back to Jerusalem? Moreover, what can we do to 
accomplish this great endeavor, this grand 
enterprise? But, we need to win souls to Christ, 
make disciples of our neighbors, love them, train 
them, and prepare them to go out as tentmakers 
into the restricted and hostile nations of the 
persecuted world. So, we also need to pray and 
do according to how Holy Spirit leads us. 

In preparing our missionaries for spiritual wars 
and victories, we need to love them with the 
truth of God's Word, that upon being justified in 
Christ, they are baptized in the names of the 
Trinity, and then instructed on how to fast and 
pray unto the Lord for preparation in their 
divine calling. Let us teach them on what to 
pray for and excel in the fruits of the Spirit! We 
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must excel in the fruits of the Spirit for we will 
be known to one another by our fruits. 

The world will know we belong to Christ by the 
love that we have for one another. So, we must 
excel in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self- 
control. Before we may prove ourselves worthy 
to be awarded a gift or gifts of Holy Spirit, we 
must first excel in these fruits! 
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